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A NEW SOURCE ON ATHANASE DE MEzIERES:
CHRONIQUES PITTORESQUES ET CRITIQUES DE L'OEIL DE BOEUF*
Between 1769 and 1780 the prime mover for Indian affairs in the
Louisiana-Texas borderlands was Athanase de Mezieres y Clugny. Yet
for a figure who was a lieutenant-governor of Louisiana, almost governor
of Texas. and one of the few men who actually solidified European control
of the borderlands, historians have ignored his role in the Southwest. 1
Since the early history of the Southwest was actually the history of Indian
policies, Mezieres' anonymity is incomprehensible. Even the most prestigious historical journals of the Southwest have been silent. This author
could find only two books on Mezieres, both based on the same primary
information, but no articles or dissertations. 2 It is the purpose of this article to rectify this neglect and bring to light a new and previously unused
primary source on Athanase de M6zieres: Chroniques Piltoresques et
Critiques de l'Oeil de Boeuj: des Petits Appartments de ta Cour et des
Salons de Paris, sous Louis XIV, fa Regence, Louis XV, et Louis XVI. 3
Athanase de MezH::res was born of aristocratic parents in Paris about
1715. He received an excellent education, probably at the Royal College
of Paris, where he excelled in Spanish and Latin. His life of luxury was
shortlived, however, for when his mother remarried, the strict social pressure of French court forced her to abandon the children of the first marriage. Her second husband, M. de la Haie, who was well known in court
for his intrigues with the daughter of the Regent, aided in committing
the daughter to a nunnery and having the 14 year old Athanase exiled to
Canada as a Mauvais Suject lncorrigable (incorrigible subject of the
Crown.)4
Distressed with his fellow Frenchmen, Mezieres left the budding
European settlements of New France, drifted south, and joined an Indian
tribe. In this self-imposed exile he was able to adapt to his adopted culture quickly and was able to learn the new languages with phenomenal
ability. To achieve warriorhood he submitted to a series of painful tattooing operations which left his body covered from head to foot with
brightly colored designs. He was so well respected that at the age of 20 he
became chief when the old one died. 5
Before 1769 Mozieres is historically elusive. He apparently left the
Indian tribe to join the French army. He was promoted several times,
finally attaining the rank of captain. He was also a partner in a trading
firm called "Sieur de la Fleure" based in Natchitoches. It is apparent that
despite his obvious Indian attributes his good breeding allowed him to
associate with the upper class and in 1746 he married Marie-PetronilleFeliciane Juchureau de S1. Denis, daughter of the famous French explorer. The marriage was shortlived, however, for within two years both
mother and daughter, an only child. died.
After the death of his wife Mezieres spent consideTable time with the
Indians as a trader and possibly as a member of the tribe. He also aided the
Indians in preying on the Spanish. When the Spanish retaliated by carrying
on an aggressive war against the Indians. Mezieres at this time was fortunate enough to have a substantial library of books concerning the art of
war and was able to use this added knowledge to defeat the classical
Steven C. Levi is from Victon'ille, California.
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military strategy of the Spanish. The Spanish were amazed that such brilliant military tactics could have been used against them by a "savage
general." Mezieres and the Indians were so successful that the Spanish
sued for peace. A peace council was arranged which Mezihes attended
dressed as an Indian. When the Spanish began to search for an interpretor,
Mezieres stated in perfect Latin: "That's useless (to look for an interpretor].
Just ask for someone who has not forgotten his studies." The Spanish were
dumbfounded. After the peace negotiations had been concluded to the Indians
advantage, Mezieres accepted a post in the Spanish government. In 1769 he
was contacted by Governor Alexander O'Reilly and offered the post oflieutenant-governor of Natchitoches. 7
For the Spanish Mezieres was an excellent choice as administrator. He had
first-hand knowledge of the Indians of the area and spoke their language. He
was a Frenchman. which would ease the recent transition of Louisiana from a
French possession to a Spanish territory. He was also well connected in the
French court, being related to the former Regent, the French minister of
state, as well as a general on the staff of the French army in Europe. Through
his first wife he was related to a Spanish lieutenant-general. 8
Mezieres had a tenfold assignment. In addition to winning the alliances of
the Indian tribes to the Spanish he was also assigned to keep the Indians hostile
to foreigners; especially the British. In order to bring the recalcitrant tribes to
their knees Mezieres was ordered to cut off all trade with these Indians and
allow only bonded traders to trade with any Indians. This would allow the
Spanish some control on what trade items were being exchanged. Mules,
horses and Indian slaves were considered contraband and Mezieres was
ordered to collect all such items he found in the possession of the Indians. All
harmful intertribal rivalries were ordered stopped and all apostatic Indian
Christians were to be sequestered before they could influence any others. Kidnapping for ransom and the atrocities such as torture of prisoners was outlawed
and Mezieres was to oversee the region to make sure that no such actions took
place. And, finally, Mezieres was ordered to elevate the Indians to a "civilized"
life. 9
The English especially frightened the Spanish. Although no nation was
above using the Indians, the English seemed to have the most loyal following.
To the north they were allied with the Mohawks. Onedas, Tuscaroras, Onodages, Cayugas, and Senecas. The English supplied their allies with guns and
ammunition, taught them to fortify their villages for a seige, and introduced the
use of "explosive bombs." But the main fear of the Spanish was that the English
might try to extend their influence into the Red River Valley. Mezieres' job
was to make sure that this did not occur and that those tribes who had been
friendly to the French would transfer their amity to the Spanish. 1o
Under the new governor of Louisiana. Col. Don Louis de Unzaga y
Amezaga, Mezieres went to the tribes of the North along the Red River. He
met and negotiated with several subtribes of the Witchitas and Cacique.
Through extensive negotiations he was able to formalize a treaty that was
signed in San Antonio de Bexar. 11
In April of 1773 Mezieres made arrangements to return to France to take
care of some personal business. Permission was granted and on April 7, 1773
he departed for Paris. 12
In France Mezieres found the lifestyle radically different from that of
Louisiana. The court of Louis XV could best be described as hedonistic. Louis
was a timid man who required flattery in the same prodigious quantities as
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bread and wine to survive. He was a slave to his carnal desires and allowed his
administration to rapidly degenerate into a carousel of balls, hunting excursions and other "sensual excesses." His bachannalian reveries were so wellknown to all that he earned the title roifaineant (the fawning king). Inexorably
the reins of government slipped from his grasp to be taken by Madame Pompadour (and later Madame de Barry) which reduced the Royal Administration
to a labyrinth of neopotic favors rather than a viable government. 13
At court Mezihes was a novelty. His reticence and good French breeding
allowed him to be accepted while his New World attributes and antics made
him a showpiece. His brightly colored tattoos-serpents on his legs and flowers
on his chest-were visible through his light shirt and silk stockings. His tattooed
fingers with the heavy jeweled rings added to the incongruous image. 14
On hunting junkets with the king, Mezieres would sometimes run ahead of
the dogs in search of game. One day on a hunting trip in the Pare de Marly, Louis
XV asked Mezieres if he could climb trees. In reply Mezicres dismounted,
ran down a pathway to an oak tree about fIfty feet high and within three min·
utes was at the top. "Gentlemen," said the king pointing to the elegantly
dressed nobleman in the crest of the oak, "you have seen ambition. But I defy
you to find one among you who will climb as high as he did." Mezieres' friend·
ship with the king later earned him admission to the Order of S1. Louis. 15
Mezieres liked the acoutrements of the court: the fashionable clothes,
the elegant rings, and the powdered wigs; but he disliked the gluttony and often
fasted while the other nobles feasted. Within a year he returned to Louisiana. 16
On March 17, 1774 he returned to Natchitoches. For the next five years he
worked diligently to cement the alliances that he had created. He was quite
successful and as a reward for exempliary serviees to the Spanish crown he was
appointed governor of Texas on October 13, 1779. But before he could take
formal control of the office he died on November 2 in San Antonio. 17
Mezieres' reward for his service to the Spanish crown was penury. When
he entered the service of the crown he was a wealthy man; he died a debtor.
Most of his money was spent in rebuilding forts and other governmental
buildings that the Spanish could not, or would not, repair at their expense. He
was also instrumental in taking a census of the area. His work was so precise
that for more than two decades after his death his communiques and geographical information were considered the only legitimate source on the Indians and
geography of the borderlands. Yet historians still ignore him, His elegy is yet to
be written. IS
A major question still remains: How authoritative is Chroniques de
l'Oeil de Boeuf? Although the alleged author is la comtesse douaiere de
B . . . , the Catalogue General des Livres lmprimes de fa Bibliotheque
Nationafe lists the author as Georges Touchard·LaFosse. Subsequent editions
of the Chroniques de l'Oeil de Boeuf bear his name. 19
Georges Touchard-La Fosse was born in France in 1780. He held a commission under Napoleon, but in 1815 he was relieved of his post because of the
restoration of Louis XVlJI to the throne of France. He was a prolific writer
having completed over 100 works before his death in 1847. Many of his novels
were written in the satirieo-historical style of the times as exemplified by
Alexander Dumas, pere. among others. Touchard-LaFosse often wrote under
the pseudonym of la comtesse douaiere de B, ... He was very knOWledgeable
in history, but wrote very fast, often negligently, and would blur facts under
the guise of poetic license. 20
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His credibility is, therefore, suspect-an anti-monarchist writing about
the secret affairs of the court. There are two points to be considered, however,
in regard to the Mezieres passage. First it is unlikely that Touchard-LaFosse
could have invented a character from his imagination that actually existed.
His description of Mezieres, the tattoos, and the New World antics all seem
to fit with what Mezieres probably would have been. Though some of his facts
are wrong-for example he claims that Mezieres met Madame de Pompadour
in the French court. This would have been an error of about a decade-the
passage seems historically consistent. 21
Secondly, assuming that Mezieres did meet Louis XV. there would be no
reason for Touchard-LaFosse to color the incident. In the entire passage
Louis XV is mentioned only once. The rest of the passage is an aggrandizement
of Mezieres in an innocuous encounter with the king. There would be no
reason to distort the facts.
It is the contention of Chroniques de l'Oeil de BOel{f that Mezieres lived
among the Canadian Indians. His tattoos, however, tend to contradict this
claim. This author could find no Canadian tribe whose tattoos showed even a
close resemblance to those mentioned in the Chruniques de l'Oeil de Boeuj.
Had Mezieres been tattooed in the style of the plains or Canadian Indians he
would have had configurations of form: zig-zags, bars, stripes, and his face
would have been tattooed. The only tribes that tattooed with "brilliant colors"
were those of the South. The Creek, Cherokee, and Choctaw had tattoos of
"hieroglyphic scrolls, flowers, figures of animals, stars, crescents, anti the
sun." These figures seem to correspond with the tattoos mentioned in Chroniques de l'Oeil de Bueu! 22
Checking maps that would have been available when Mezieres was in the
New World it can be easily seen that there were no concrete boundries. New
France and Louisiana blended into each other. To someone unfamiliar with
the New World, and there is no reason to assume otherwise in the case of
Touchard-LaFosse, New France and Louisiana might have been interchangeable geographic terms.
From a source contemporary to Mezieres was a letter to Hugo Q'Conor,
inspector commandante, from Don Rafael Martinez Pacheco, dated April 20,
1774. Pacheco stated that Mezieres had lived with the tribes of the North.
Pacheco, being a trader and explorer, would have written New France if he
had meant Canada. It is important to note that the Creek, Cherokee, and Choctaw were all tribes of the "North."23
Historical documentation of the Chruniques de l'Oeil de B()f!uf is scant
in America. Herbert Bolton, the author of the most authoritative book on
Mezieres, did find a document, however, that indicated that a Manguet de
Mezieres, son of Madame de la Haye, was sent to America as an incorrigible
in 1738. This geneological information matches with the claim of TouchardLaFosse but the dates do not: perhaps this is another instance of TouchardLaFosse's hurried style or his desire to heighten the drama. 34
With all of the superfluous historical hairsplitting aside, the most important
fact to be garnered from the Chroniques de l'Oeil de Boeufremains that somewhere in some French archive there is more information on Mezieres.
Touchard-LaFosse, being an excellent historical researcher, must have come
across a diary or series of letters that may again be discovered. The figure of
Athanase de Mezieres y Clugny will then come out of the historical shadows
and be fleshed out as an important figure in the history of the Southwest.
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A TEXAN IN SEARCH OF GOLD
Edited by David P. Smith
In 1856 the call of gold and adventure from California still summoned
men from the farms and towns across the nation. This golden magnet was
also felt among the pine thickets and red clay of Nacogdoches County in
East Texas. From such a rural community journeyed twenty-five year old
William Jacobs to make his fortune and a new way of life in the gold fields of
California. 1
Jacobs was born to James and Mary Chisum Jacobs in Madison County,

Tennessee, in 1830. 2 The Jacobs family entered Texas on Christmas day,
1836, and soon established themselves in the eastern portion of Nacogdoches
County near present day Woden, Texas. 3 The settlement that grew up here
was known as Jacobs Community until the name was changed to Woden in
the early 1880's.
The nine letters that have been preserved from Jacobs' western adventure
are notable for the observations made of life in the gold fields of California
and British Columbia during the 1850's. The rush of '49 was over, but the
appeal of a fortune to be made overnight was no less real. Constant concern
for his family and friends in Texas is evident in his letters as Jacobs inquires of
acquaintances and "connections." His description oflife in the mining camps
and disappointments in his search for gold on the west coast lend a touch of
reality to a romantic era in American history.
Not finding the El Dorado of his dreams, and learning, as he says, that
"everything that glitters is not gold," William Jacobs returned to Texas in
1860, in time for his last adventure. 4 Volunteering in the Confederate service.
Jacobs enlisted in the Eleventh Texas Infantry in February 1862, and just four
months later suffered the same fate his four brothers were to meet during the
war; William Jacobs died of "disea.. . e .. on June 10, 1862, in Navasota, Texas. 5
Jacobs' spelling is generally good for one of limited education, although
the editor has at times noted missing or confusing words with brackets.
Periods have been added to provide continuity, as the only punctuation Jacobs
seems to have known was the comma and dash. Mispelled words have been
left intact, as with "dele" for deal, "mout" for might, and "hear" for here. Of
the nine existing letters, eight are addressed to Jacobs' elder brother and the
last to his father, both of whom lived in the Jacobs Community. The only two
existing envelopes, however, are addressed to Melrose, Texas, site of the
nearest post office.
New Orleans, La.
May the 19th/56
Mr. E. Jacobs 6
Dear Brother since my arrival hear I have writen to a good many of my
friends and relations. T havent any thing of importance to communicate to
you. We had a tolerably pleasant trip thus far, though some what fatigued
from loss of sleep while traveling on stage. we landed at this place about 3
O'clock the morning of the 10th.
The Empire City, the vessel we contemplate going out on, landed here
on the 15th bringing a large number of passengers from California. 7 forty
five or fifty of them stoped at the house at which I was boarding. I interogated
David P. Smith is from Nacogdoches, but now resides in Dallas.

10

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

several of them in relation to the chances for making money in California.
some of them report that the chances are favorable and others to the contrary.
The first one that J talked with on the subject was a man from western
Texas. he told a very discouraging story_ he said he would advise any man
who has a home (in] Texas or any of the old states and is making a cumfortable
living to stay on it. then I talked with a couple of men who live in Missouri
and they stated that times ware rather dull but for want of rain and that there

would be a change for the better as soon [as] they can get water. they said
that they averaged five Dollars per day when they worked but that there was
many there who would come home if they had the money to pay their waymy health has been rather bad since I stoped here. J had light fevers for three
days but I procured medicine and took it which broke it up, and I am at present
doing finely - there is nine or ten of us boarding at the same house who are
waiting for the steamer to start for California, one of them turned his cours
for home the other day. he was a young man from Kentucky rather wild and
reckless. he went out to one of those places of gaming and lost his last cent
and had to borrow money to pay his tavern bill & passage round, At 8
O'clock tomorrow morning which will be the 20th the vessel that we desire
going out 00 leaves_ R
Give my best to Elizabeth and inquiring friends and accept the same your
self & be Ever and forever yours

Wm Jacobs
P. S, I dont suppose that I will have an opportunity of writing to you again
before I reach my place of destination.
Yours
W. J.

Mr. E. Jacobs

Shaws Flat, Ca. 9
Aug. 2/56

Dear Brother
With much pleasure I address you these lines that it may inform you that 1
am yet a live and kicking. my health has improved amazingly since I came
here. I am as fat as a Bear and still improving. C. Chisum lO Health has been
very good aliso though we were both considerable amaliated when we
arrived here - we have been working very hard since we comeoceu, though
havent done any thing extry yet. we average about seventy five Dollars per
month for each of us, out of this has to come our Board and Water bill which
is considerable item though we board ourselves and I dont suppose it costs us
more dlan three $ per week for each of us and the water we use is second[hand]
which they charge $ 2 per day for. But we havent had to pay near that for it.
A great many have had to quit work here on the account of [the lack of]
water. The vigilance committee are going on with their work. They gave a
couple of men the benefit of the halter a few days since at San Francisco. they
were hung for murder. they were by the names of Hetherington and BraceY
I want you to write me as soon as this comes to hand and write me all
about maters and things. Give my best respects to Elizabeth and accept the
same your self. Yours Respectfully
Wm Jacobs
P. S. C. Chisum sends his best respect to both of you - you will Please
direct your letters to Shaws Flat
Yours,
W.J.
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Shaws Flat Cal.
Oct. the 13/56
Dear Brother
yours of the 10th August is at hand and with pleasure I prepair an answer.
yours came to hand on its place of destination about the first but in conseQuence of my being absent at the time I couldent answer it by the return
mail - The persual of your letter afforded me much pleasure although it
contained news which was not very good. that is the dry weather and inferior
crops, for I was strongly of the opinion that you would all make fine crops
from the flattering prospects you had when I left - and it is to be hoped that
it will not always be so and the only alternity is to try a gain - there was a
while that J did nothing only stroll and I soon found that it was not paying, so I
pitched in to getting out dirt which I designe washing as soon as water can be
had - from the tenor of your letter I observe that none of the Girles has
married si nce I left. you must inform them that they are too fastidious in
making selections or I may accuse them wrongfuly as they may not have had
an opportunity - a great dele of eaxitement here in relation to the Presidential
election. it seems to be the chit chat of the day, all the boys from Texas are in
favor of Buchanan with the exception of a few who's pregadices are so strong
against the bloody Irish that they caint give over 12 - Times are dull here at
this time, miners are not doing much for Want of Water - my health is very
good, C, Chisum and Wm L. Wilson 13 helth good alIso - C, Chisum joins
me in his respects to you all - I have no news to communicate to you that
would interest you - Give my respect to Elizabeth and all enquiring friends
and accept the same your self. Your Affectionate
Brother Wm Jacobs
Elijah Jacobs
P. S. If you havent obtained the patent to the tract of land we purchased of
Stephen Yates, you had better attend to it and try and get some reliable
person to see to the getting of it - and, I will pay my part of the expences. 14
Yours with due respect
Wm Jacobs
P. S. I want you to write to me as soon as you get this - Tell W. H, Sternes 15
that I would. be pleased to hear from him - from the Postscrips that I have
added one many reasonably suppose that it was written by an absent minded
chap,
Yours Respectfuly
W. J.
Shaws Flat, Cal.
December the 14/56
Dear Brother
Your kind letter of Sept received by last mail reminds me of my duty of
writting to you in which I have been tolerably prompt. The persual of your
letter gave me much pleasure and particularly to learn that the citizens of Pea
Ridge 16 have enjoyed such excellantly good health. my health is very good.
C. Chisums' health good aliso. Claiborn and myself are working the claim
that we purchased shortly after we came here. We have had quite an unfavorable time for business for the last month owing to bad weather, have had a great
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dile of both snow and rain which makes greatly against the miners - Times
are not as brisk here as I anticipated finding them at this time of the year, I
think a great many would return to their homes if they could make a decent
rise, or at least they express themselves that way - you spoke of having a
fine son and that you have given him the name of William, 17 I guess I will have
to fork over something to him. I am in receipt of a letter from Pa under date
October the 4th which contains the sad news of the death of Dr. Johnson 18
and various others some of which you mentioned in yours - It appears as if
marrying has gon out offashion in Texas as none of you mention any marrages
that has taken place for sometime. it seems as though some of the Boys mout
scare up a wedding where there is as many pretty Girles. I would like to see
some of the Girles of Old Nacogdoches Co. for they are to me as the blue
breake of beauty in the Cloud - C. Chisum sends his best love to you all - [
want you to write often and I will do the same. Give my best love to Elizabeth
and all the conection and friends and accept the same yourself - and believe
me ever your affectionate Brother
Wm Jacobs
Elijah Jacob,

P. S. The great political excitement seems to have abated to a considerable
extent though the news from the Atlantice States by last steamer gave the
democrats much relief, they devoted nearly one whole nite in firing cannons
at Sonora, Collumbia and Springfiel, the vote of Shaws Flat nearly equally
divided five hundred votes polled. the democrats had a magority over the
K. N. [Know-Nothing party) of about a doz., and the K. N. a small magority
over the Republicans, the State went democratic by twenty thousand. 19
Yours W, J.
Shaw's Flat Cal.
February 1st '57
Dear Brother Your kind letter of December 21st is at hand the persual of which gave me
much pleasure and to learn that you are all enjoying good health, my health is
good. C. Chisum's health good alIso. we are driving on doing tolerably well
making from three to five Dollars per day though having to pay such exhorbitant
prices for provisions necessarily takes a great dele of a man's money, so taking
the mass of men here and they dont save more money the year a round than
they do in the states. I will give you an account of the pnces of the leading
articles. Flour 8 & 9¢ per lb. Bacon 30 & 33¢ per lb. Molasses $1.50 per gallon.
Coffee 20W] per lb. Beef 16~ per lb. Board per week 7 & 8 dollars. dry goods
much cheaper than they are in Texas. I had the pleasure of meeting with some of
the Boys who are direct from Texas, a couple of Jefferson Walling's sons. 20
A Mr Richerson 21 and various others. some of them are not very well pleased,
I think from the way they express themselves - I observe from your letter that
Quite a number of the youngsters has marrie[d] and a flattering prospect of
more marriages. I wish them great success so long as they dont interfear with
my choice or encrouch upon my civil rights - I wrote to several of the Boys at
the time I wrote you in Oct and have received answers to alL I wrote with
exception of W, H. Sternes though it may be that he dident get mine - I send
this with its imperfection upon its head as I havent time [to] look over and correct the errors, I want you to write often and I will do the same - so give my
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best respects to Elizabeth and all enquiring friends and accept the same yourself
and ever believe me your loving Brother
Wm Jacobs
Elijah Jacobs
Shaw's Flat, Cal
March the 16/57
Dear Brother,
I am in receipt of your of Jan the 25rd which is a source of especial pleasure
to me to hear from you and particularly to ascertain that you are all enjoying
good health. my health is very good at present. C. Chisum and W. L. Wilson's
health good also. from your letters and others that I am in receipt of contains the
interesting news of weddings.
I haven't received a letter for sometime but contained the announcement
of marriages. 1 sometime to my sad regret apprehend that the Girls will all be
maried off before I get home though I appeas those fears by reflecting and
thinking of the yong ones that are not yet in market. Claiborn has been for sometime between a wild and a shy for fear his favorite will forget himC. Chisum and myself are at our old stomping ground where we located
when we tirst came in to the country though we havent been working together
for some time - we are making three and four dollars per day when we work.
times are tollerably flush and money more plentiful at this time than it has been
since I have been here though this country for mining purposes has been
greatly overated, but a man can make money here ifhe will use untiring energy
and perseverance and economy. it requires manual labor Ito] make money far
moreso than most any other country for the fact it being laborious work. we
have had to pay exhorbitant prices for provisions owing to the bad weather
and rough roads. $10 per hundred [lbs.] forfour, 30¢ per lb. for Bacon and other
articles in proportion. I have never received a scratch of a pen from W H
Sterns in reply to the letter I wrote him in October. I wrote several other
letter at the same time and have received answers to them all. I don't think I can
write him until I get an answer. C. Chisum sends his respect to you all. Give
my best love to Elizabeth and all the connection and accept the same yourself
and believe me .ever your affectionate Brother.
Wm Jacobs
Elijah Jacobs
Shaws Flat Cal.
July the 14/57

Dear Brother I have yours of May the 13th, is before me. it came to hand by last mail
though not in time to prepair an answer by the return mail. The persual of your
letter gave me esquisite pleasure to ascertain that the connection and friends
wer all enjoying good health though it filled me with sorrow to hear of the
death of Uncle Wm. P. Chisum22 who has left a family of children entirly
bereft of father and mother to mourn his loss - I left these parts about the
midd[l]e of June with the intention of returning home but on arriving at San
Francisco and deliberating seriously upon the trip. I concluded it would be
expedient to abandon the trip until fall or next spring, return to the mines and
try my luck again and, I am quietly located at myoId stomping ground. C.
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Chisum and myself are not sto(m]ping together now, he is at french camp23
som Eight miles distant from this, with some of the Texas Boys. I have been
thinking of leaving the mines and going to the Valleys and work on a farm untilJ
the rainy season, I had a good offer made me, I am stomping with Wm. G.
Martin 24 and W. L. Wilson. they are enjoying good health. my health is tolerably good. C. Chisum health was good when I heard from him last which has
been but few days ago, - I would be much pleased to see all of my connections
and friends - I am anxious to know what has become of W. H. Sternes as I
havent heard from him in the last twelve months in no way, shape nor form.
I received a letter from him under date of July - which I answered forthwith,
with the request that he should write to me again but have never received the
scratch of a pen from him as yet. my reasons for first replying to him was that,
I had always regarded him as an intimate associate and a bosom friend and by
his not writing it is presumeable that he dont wish to be trifled with my letters
and I am not the person to truble anyone with communications where they
are not wanted and consequently, I havent writtin but the one which was in
answer of his of July.
I will close as I have nothing of [interest} to write you - you will have to
guess at half of this letter as, I have bad ink. so give my best love to Elizabeth
and the connections and frends and accept the same yourself and believe me
ever your loveing Brother,
Wm Jacobs

Elijah Jacobs
Victoria, Vancover's Island 25
June the 28th 1858
Dear Pa
I am again reminded of my duty of writing to you again. I arrived here on
the 21st after a fatiuging voyage of five days on board the steamer Republic.
she had some thousand or eleven hundred passengers a board. her decks were
so extensively crowded that there wasent room for the passengers to sit much
less lye down. 26 as good luck would have it we had no rough sea to encounter
with and consequently the voyage was more pleasant than it otherwise would
have been. Victoria is quite a small place but improving rappidly. it is a beautiful
site for a city though rather undulating - a great many new buildings are under
construction and will be completed in short time - it is on British teritory - it
hasent many facilities for a sea port City. the gulf a cross the mouth of the sound
is said to be terrific for small Boats - great many persons are leaving here
enrout for the mines some up the [Fraser] River in small Boats which is a
dangerous rout. a great many who have started that way have gon to the bottom. the steamer Surprise runs from here as high up as fort Hope 21 which is
within fifteen miles of the main of the digging regions, That is the way I contemplate going. since my arrival here I have had interviews with several persons
who came down from the mines. they speek in the highest terms of the mines.
they say the gold is there and plenty of it but whether it be the case or not is
something that I cannot tell as yet. But if I am lucky I will know before a great
while - there is the greatest rush and excitement that I ever knew. there is not a
steamer or sailing craft that leaves San Francisco bound for this place or
Billingham Bay26 but that is crowded - If I have any luck when I get in to the
mines, I think I will then leave for Texas as I am eager to get back - my health
is good. C. Chisum is in good health - Provisions are much cheaper here than
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I anticipated they would be. meals are from fIfty to seventy five cents. Flour
ten dollars per hundred [lbs.] Bacon thirty five [cents] per lb. the Hudson Bay
company are selling at the above prices. other speculators are trying to raise the
prices - in the mines any thing in the way of provisions are selling at a Dollar
per pound - we are going to cary about three months supply of provisions up
with us - the idea of having [to] pay a foreign Tax is one item that I dont much
admire. have to pay a tax of five Dollars a month. 29 I will write you again as
soon as I get settled - give my best love and respects to mother and all the
family and accept the same yourself and Believe me ever your affectionate Son.
Wm Jacobs
James Jacobs
Marlo California 30
March the 25 1859

Dear Brother
Doubtless you will be surprised on receiving this letter as it is the only
one for several months. I presume you have an idea that 1 have forgot you. As
luck would havit, I am mercifully permitted to remain above ground scramble
about and rejoice at the cheering dawn of another spring- I had a severe attact
of gold fever last summer and the disease settling in with violent symptoms
carried me off to Frazer's River, where I thought I would earn an honest,living
by becoming an honest miner. not measly living but a recent rais. I haden't the
luck to accumulate much of that soul curing golden mettal, however, I think I
learned valuable lessons by going. I was made to know that everything that
glitters is not gold and every thing we see in print or hear is not branded with
truth. if so many who went to Frazer's would have had their anticipations
realized.
The first mining I done there gave me a t1attering opinion of that country
and that its mineral resources would be of some note. I arrived there at a season
of the year that the River is at its highest. the only chance for mining was on the
high bars and banks which prospected well and everyone was of the opinion
that when the waters went down they would make their fortunes. had I remained
where I first stoped instead of going higher up the River I would have done much
better. I left much better diggings than I found above. r was within twelve miles
of the junction of Frazer and Thompsons Rivers. divest that Country of its gold
and it is the poorest Country that I ever beheld. the highest and roughest
mountains only fitten [for] Indians. T think an American is out of his longitude
when there. The Indians were not as numerous as I anticipated. neither were
they a savage as was told for, They are surpass the Indians of California in
many respects. they are intelligent and industrious. The River is very large and
rappids near a half mile wide in places. it is not navagable above Fort Hope
owing to the Rappids. I shall not attempt to give you a history of the CountryGrant many were last year speake[ing] of returning this spring. I became fully
convinced before leaVing there that mining on Frazer was calculated for French
and Chinemen. Times has been very dull in California during the fall and winter
or untill the later part of the winter owing to the scarcity of water. they now bid
fair to get better as we have had abundance of both snows and rain. I am driving
a head making some money. I have a show of getting employment at a quartze
mill which I think I shall do for working in water dont agree with me. The
recently discovered gold mines at Pikes Peak 31 seemes to be the topic of conversation. if they prove to be of any account I may go there myself as it would
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be but little out of my way in going home. My health moderately good. C.
Chisum is well and sends his respects to you all. Please remember me to all my
old Friends. If any of you write to me you can address me at Sonora. So give
my love to Elizabeth and all enquiring Friends and accept the same Yourself

and believe me as you affectionate Brother
Wm Jacobs
E. Jacobs

P. S. Write me as soon as this comes to hand. Yours truly W. J.
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FOOTNOTES
lAcknowledgement is made to Mrs, Emmie Jacobs Head of Woden, Texas, for much
family information concerning her great·uncle, William Jacobs. In her possession are the
original letters from Jacobs to his family.

2Fifth United States Census, Madison County, Tennessee, 1830, microfilm copy in
the Genealogy Library, Shreveport Public Library, Shreveport, Louisiana.
3Proceedings of the Board of Land Commissioners, 1837, Volume II, Application
for Entrance Certificate, No. 180-184, records of Nacogdoches County Court House.
4The date of Jacobs' return to Texas is uncertain. His last letter from California is
dated March 25. 1859, and he arrived in time to be listed on the census roll of Nacogdoches
County, taken in June of 1860.
5Muster Roll for William Jacobs, Captain Milton Mast's Company, Eleventh Regiment, Texas Infantry; original in National Archives, Washington. D.C., photostat copy
in possession of the editor.
6Edward Elijah Jacobs, brother of William Jacobs, was born in Madison County,
Tennessee, on January 4. 1829. A farmer by occupation, he was married to the former
Mary Ann Elizabeth Sterne. Elijah Jacobs was destined to fIght for the Confederacy,
enlisting in Company A, Eleventh Texas Infantry, at Nacogdoches, Texas, on April 28,
1863. Left sick at a private house on march between Trenton and Grand Ecore, Louisiana,
he died of typhoid fever at the home of Mary Hawkins, Ouachita Parrish. Louisiana, on
July 15, 1864. Fifth United States Census, Madison County, Tennessee, 1830, micromm copy in the Genealogy Library, Shreveport Public Library, Shreveport, Louisiana;
military information found on the Muster Roll for Elijah Jacobs, Captain Milton Mast's
Company, Eleventh REgiment. Texas Infantry, original in the National Archives,
Washington, D.C., photostat copy in possession of the editor. For information on his
death, see Mary J. Hawkins to W. H. Sterne, July 31, 1864, the Elijah Jacobs Papers, in
possession of Mrs. Emmie Jacobs Head of Woden, Texas.
7The i\teamer, Empire City, captained by H. Windle, arrived at New Orleans in the
early morning of May 15, 1856, with 230 passengers. New Orleans Daily Pica.'r'une, May
15, 1856,
8TheEmpire City sailed from New Orleans at 8 o'clock on the morning of May 20th.
The immediate destination was Havana, Cuba, where the 92 passengers for California
were to board the Philadelphia and continue the journey to the west coast via the Isthmus
of Panama route. New Orleans Vail.v Picayun£', May 20, 1856.

9Shaw's Flat, California. was a mining camp located just south of the St.anislaus
River between the towns of Sonora and Columbia. At the time of Jacobs' arrival the
principal buildings extended for some two miles along the main road. Located where
Mandeville Shaw planted an orchard in 1849, it was here in 1855 that gold deposits were
discovered in the bed of an ancient river channel. During Jacobs' stay, most of the mining
done in the region was "deep diggings" (where pay dirt is twenty-fIve feet or more below
the surfa<.::e), and occasionally paid well. See Pringle Shaw. Ramhlings in Cal({ornia
(Toronto, 1856). 117: and Harry Hansen, ed., California: A Guide to the Golden Stale
(New York. 1967, Reprint), 495-496.
1IJClaiborne Chisum, son of Elijah Chisum, Sr., was born in Covington County.
Mississippi, in 1824. Chisum was the half brother of William Jacobs' mother, Mary
Chisum Jacobs. Information based on records in James Madison Chisum family Bible, in
possession of Miss Jodie Chisum family, Whitesboro, Texas.
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liThe reference is to the San Francisco Committee of Vigilance of 18.56. Joseph
Hetherington and Philander Brace. convicted by the Committee for the murders of a
Dr. Andrew Randall and a Captain West, were hanged on the afternoon of July 29, 1856,
just outside Fort Vigilance. See the New York Daily Times, August 30, 1856; for further
reference see Stanton Arthur Coblentz, Villians and Vigilante.... : The Story ofJames King
of William and Pioneer Justice in California (New York, 1936), 232-234.

12In the presidential election campaign of 1856, James Buchanan ran on the DemQcratic ticket, John C. Fremont on the Republican and Millard Fillmore on the American
or Know-Nothing ticket. The Know-Nothing party, with nativism ingrained into its cooception, grew in part out of the anti-foreign, anti-Catholic rage that had swept many parts
of the country in the early years of the decade. See Robert J. Rayback,Millard Fillmore:
Biography ofa President (New York, 1959),375-381; and Philip Shriver Klein, President
James Buchanan: A Biography (University Park, Pennsylvania, 1%2), 248-260.
13William L. Wilson, a fIfty-four year old Georgian who had moved to the Jacobs
community, was to return there to a life of farming by the end of the decade. Wilson was
married in 1848 to William Jacobs' aunt, Potina Clementine Jacobs. Information obtained
from the King Family genealogical record, in possession of Miss Eddie Mae King,
Nacogdoches, Texas.
HThe only reference to be found for any transaction between Stephen Yates, a
resident of the Ja-cobs Community, and the Jacobs family is a deed, dated October 12,
1854, transferring a tract of land on Canizo Creek, near the community, from Stephen
Yates to Elijah Jacobs for $550. Photostat of deed in possession of the editor.
15William H. Sterne, formerly of Alabama, had attended Nacogdoches University
in the early 1850's. Sterne was a brother of William Jacobs' sister-in-law, Mary Ann
Elizabeth Sterne Jacobs.
16Pea Ridge was the local name given to an area located just two and one-half miles
south of present day Woden, Texas.
17William J. Jacobs was born September 27, 1856. Information from tombstone
inscription, Jacobs' Chapel Cemetery, Woden, Texas.
lRDr. Thomas Jefferson Johnson, son of Gregory and Sarah Tucket Johnson, was
born in Dinwiddie County, Virginia, in 1805. Moving to the Melrose, Texas, community
in 1841 to practice medicine, he later married AmandaEngledow. He remained a respected
and prominent resident of Nacogdoches County until his death on July 25, 1856. See
Gladys Hardeman, "History of Melrose" (East Texas Collection, Stephen F. Austin
State University Library, 1964-1965), 17.
191n the election of 1856 the Democratic candidate, James Buchanan, was elected
with a one-half million popular vote edge over his nearest rival, John C. Fremont. The
vote of Shaw' 5 Flat appears to be in proportion with the vote of California as a whole, The
Democrats actually polled approximately 53,000 votes, the Know-Nothing party 36,000
and the Republicans 21,000. - United States Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics
of the Uniled States, Colonial Times 10 1957 (Washington, D.C., 1960), 689.
2°Edmund Pendleton Walling was the eldest son of Thomas Jefferson Walling, a
resident of the Jacobs Community who moved to Texas in 1836. Edmund and his brother,
Thomas Jefferson Walling, JI., journeyed from Texas to the California gold fields in
early 1857. They remained there for nearly three years before returning to Texas. See
Maudie W. Walling, "The Walling Family" (East Texas Collection, Stephen F. Austin
State University Library, n.d.), 81-85.
21A search of the 1850 and 1860 census for Nacogdoches County fails to identify
this particular Mr. Richerson or Richardson.
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22William P. Chisum was born December 10, 1810, in White County, Tennessee. He
moved to Texas in 1836 and married Louisa Brimberry in Nacogdoches County in 1837.
Chisum died in May of 1857 at his home in Rusk County, Texas. Chisum's sister, Mary,
was the mother of William Jacobs. TDformation from the King Family genealogical record ,
in possession of Miss Eddie Mae King, Nacogdoches, Texas.

230f the several places in the area named French Camp, the one probably referred
to here was located approximately ten miles northwest of Shaw's Flat, in the watershed
of the Calaveras River. See Owen Cochran Coy, Gold Days, in John R. McCarthy, ed.,
California series (Los Angeles. 1929),74.
HWiIliam G. Martin, born in New York in 1820, had engaged in farming near the
Jacobs Community prior to his California adventure. Seventh United States Census,
Nacogdoches County, 1850, microfilm in the library of Stephen F, Austin State University, Nacogdoches, Texas.
2~Victoria, major port of Vancouver island, and later capital of British Columbia,
became the center for American miners heading northward from the west coast to the
gold diggings discovered on the Fraser River in British Columbia during 1857 and J858.
For reference, see Dorothy O. Johansen, Empire a/the Columbia: A History ofthe Pacific
Northwest (New York, 1957), 321.

26The great rush to Victoria and the gold fields began in April of 1858. By June of
that year over 7,000 miners had arrived by ship from San Francisco. - David Sievert
Lavender, Land (JfGiants: The Drive to the Pacific Northwest, 1750-1950 (New York,
1958),319.
27Fort Hope was located in British Columbia on the left bank of Fraser River at the
mouth of the Coquihalla River. Established in the winter of 1848-1849, Fort Hope was an
old Hudson Bay fur company trading post where the steamers made their terminus landing
from Victoria, Vancouver Island. - Doyce B. Nunis, Jr., ed., The Golden Frontier:
The Recollections a/Herman Franci.~ Reinhart, 1851-1869 (Austin, Texas, 1962), 106.
211Bellingham Bay, located on the coast of the state of Washington, twenty-eight
miles south of the Canadian border, was the site of Fort Bellingham, established in 1856
under the direction of Captain George E. Pickett, later of Gettysburg fame, as protection
for the settlers from the Bellingham Bay Indians. During the summer of 1858 the rush to
the Canadian gold fields increased the population of this area from less than 100 to more
than 15,000. See Writers' Program of the Work Projects Administration in the State of
Washington, Washington.' A Guide to the E\'ergreen State (Portland, Oregon, 1941),
178-179.
29 All mineral deposits could be mined only under license from the British government, to be obtained at Victoria from James Douglas, governor of Vancouver Island, at a
cost of twenty-one shillings or about five dollars a month. - Lavender, Land a/Giants,
318.
30The envelope for this letter is postmarked from Sonora, California.
~IIn July and August of 1858 gold taken back to Kansas City from the Russell paTty
diggings near Pike's Peak caused the first excitement on the Missouri in the fall of that
year, By the winter of 1858 the number of gold seekers into the area had increased,
finally to swell into a flood by the spring of 1959. For further reference, see LeRoy R.
Hafen, ed., Pike'.\· Peak Gold Rush Guidehooks of 1859 in the Southwnt Historical
Series, IX (Glendale, California, 1941), 34-74,
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MORGAN H. LOONEY AND HIS GILMER SCHOOL 1861-1871

By Doyal T. Loyd
Morgan Harbin Looney was born in the village of Fairplay South Carolina,
just across the line from Georgia on October 27,1825. When he was about six
years of age his father, Judge Noah Looney, moved with his family to Carnes~
ville, Franklin County, Georgia. At this place Morgan Looney attended
select schools taught by Dr. Claud Barton and for a period oftive years he was
under the tutelage of Professor Cecil Hammond, a Yale instructor. Under this
celebrated teacher, he had by the time he was 13 completed Professor Hammond's course in mathematics. arithmetic, algebra, geometry and calculus,
and problems in Euclid. He was also versed in Latin and Greek, and he was
exceptionally proficient in rhetoric and composition.
Looney took up elocution and oratory in a famous school for boys in
Georgia and became a great speaker and lecturer, At the age of 14 he became a
teacher and taught for approximately 55 years in five states,
One of Morgan H. Looney's famous pupils was Dr. Young J. Allen who
spent 50 years as a missionary in China and was the man who persuaded Dr.
Sun Vat Sen, who was the first President of the Republic of China. to become a
Christian.
When Dr. Allen returned to America he visited Morgan H. Looney and
said to him, "All I am or will ever be in this world lowe to you, professor. I
came to your college preparatory school a rich man's son, with a tiny spark of
ambition, which you fanned into a bright all-consuming flame." Alexander H.
Stephens said, "As an educator Morgan Looney had no equal in the South."
Former Governor of Texas, O. M. Roberts, said of Looney that he was "a
teacher of rare ability and original methods and called him the Blackstone of
Texas. Were his unique, extemporaneous schoolroom lecturers preserved in
book form they would constitute a library of great knowledge and probably
embrace more wholesome counsel to youth than any book ever yet written."
John H. Magill, a contemporary and friend of Mr. Looney's - a man of
discernment and one well in touch with the educational activities of that time,
wrote the following concerni ng him:
1

"Intellectually Professor Looney was one of the most wonderful
men we ever met. His genius was the most versatile. In the vigor of his
manhood he was an incomparable orator, as a poet he ranked in
imagery, exalted sentiment and delicacy of expression with Father
Ryan, the Southern poet-priest. We never knew one with a more
retentive mind lhan his, and as a classical writer he stood without a
peer. As a reveler in the classics, he was ever ready with apt quotations
upon demand. As an educator his fame rests superbly, and here he was
grandly successful. The great good that he accomplished for the rising
generations during his long career as a teacher is beyond computation.
By the judgment of the world, Morgan Looney was not a financial
success, - he gave more to the world than the world gave to him. He
made money, but he lavished it on others. He was impulsively human
and intensely humane, and he gave to charity with a prodigal hand.
There was nothing of the mercenary about him. In him, with nobility
Mr. Doyal T. LO.'r'd WU.'i a resident of Gilmer, Texwi. He wa.~ Executive Vice-President
of the First National Bank at Gilmer, and the author of A History of Upshur County.
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of soul was coupled foibles of the genius, and no man was freer to
acknowledge his faults than he."

Morgan H. Looney's first wife was Miss Melissa Black of the aristocratic
family of Blacks of Georgia, who were famous in the legal and political circles
in that state, and to this union was born six children. Morgan H. Looney began
his career as a teacher in Parkerton, Georgia, and he continued to teach in
various schools in the state until 1860, when he moved to Gilmer. Texas.
Upon his arrival in Gilmer, he bought the old Masonic Institute building in
which the local Masonic Lodge had operated a school for several years. The
curriculum in his school covered everything from the elementary to the highest
grades. including some college subjects. His discipline was rigid and his
instruction thorough. His Monday morning lectures to his students were so
brilliant that adults who could find time to do so, attended them regularly_
The second cause of the successful operation of the school was Mr.
Looney's tactics as a strict disciplinarian. Flappers of those days went else·
where than to Looney's school to flap. He had a rule governing almost every
conceivable human activity, and both students and teachers were required to
memorize all rules and review them at frequent intervals. Scanning his rules
we find that school began at 8 o'clock in the morning and closed at 6 in the
evening, and all students should start to school at a certain time and on arriving
at school should pass immediately to their places in the large auditorium. All
students were required to attend church and Sunday School every Sunday, no
one being excused except for sickness. Swearing, gambling, dancing, drinking
and horse racing were forbidden. When the rules were suspended and the young
men were allowed to call on the young ladies, the ringing of the school bell
warned them when it was time to bid their dates good evening. In fact, supervision of student life extended to the homes and boarding houses of the students
and included every detail. Students boarded in the homes of the town, and such
a thing as shielding students when they broke the rules was simply unthinkable. There was absolute cooperation on this point. Mr. Looney was a splendid
orator, and his lectures on obedience and similar topics had a wholesome effect
on the student body.
The work done by the institution was almost of college grade. The number
of students ranged from 200 to 300; in 1869 there was 235. The course of study
included ancient languages, modern languages, higher mathematics, astronomy, English grammar, arithmetic, algebra, physical sciences. English literature, composition, law. philosophy, bookkeeping and music. The music course.
under the direction of Professor Norman, was very popular and included
piano, violin, flute, guitar and three instruments.
The Department of Law was, for a time, a distinguishing characteristic
of the school. This department was under the direction of Onm M. Roberts, the
"Old Alcalde," who was elected Governor of Texas soon after severing his
connection with the school. He enjoyed an extensive law practice at Gilmer
and his teaching was carried on chiefly as a diversion. When his duties around
the court or at his office were not too heavy, he gave an hour a day to his class
in school. On Wednesday evenings he delivered public lectures on points of
law that were of interest and value to the people of the town.
Few teachers have succeeded in inspiring their pupils or stamping their
ideas upon a community as did Professor Looney, and no school in Texas
did a greater work during the dark days preceding the pUblic free school than
did the Looney School. In 1863 the old school building burned and Mr. Looney
took up temporary quarters located near where the Gilmer Ward School now
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stands. This building continued to be used until 1866 when a new building
was completed on the site where the old building had burned.
The new building was an imposing structure for its day. being a two-story
frame house with two stairways on the outside, six large rooms downstairs
and a large auditorium upstairs, and fOUf large fireplaces. The building was 60
x 90 feet. Black-boards were painted on the wall. There were two doors on
the west side and a partition wall extended from a point between the doors to
the platform, which was rather elevated and was located against the eastern
wall. The girls filed in at one door and occupied the room on one side of the
partition, while the boys came in at the other door and sat on the other side.
Mr. Looney sat on his platform at a point which enabled him to see what was
going on on both sides of the partition. This arrangement was in keeping with
the idea of that day that the success of a school is measured in terms of sex
segregation. Measured by this rule, the Looney School was a most successful
institution. In the four corners of the large room were smaller rooms for
recitations.
One factor which entered largely into the success of the school was the
ability of the president to secure competent teachers. Among these were J. L.
Cavin, who resigned soon after coming to Gilmer and left for the Army as first
lieutenant of Company B., Seventh Texas Cavalry; Miss Achsah Culberson;
W. A. Hart, afterwards county attorney of Wood County, and at his death
still an honored citizen of Gilmer; Martin Van Buren Looney, a brother of the
principal, who married Miss Culberson and died some years later in Atlanta,
Texas; Oran M. Roberts, afterwards Governor of Texas, who taught law and
bookkeeping for some time in the institution; J. C. Ragan, who taught French
and Spanish for several sessions, a gentlemen of high scholarship and attractive personality, and J. B. Norman, a teacher of music, who organized in
the school one of the best bands in Texas at the time, directed a band through
the Civil War, and, returning to Gilmer after the surrender, spent many more
years directing the musical talent of the school and community.
IT the success of the Looney School is to be measured by the achieve·
ments of its students, a high place must be assigned to it among the institutions
of its day. Students came from far and near, and many of them afterwards
filled places of honor and trust. Among these were Charles A. Culberson,
afterwards Attorney General, Governor, and United States Senator; Judge
Sawney Robertson, later of the Texas Supreme Court; Judge Sam D. Templeton, Attorney General; George Aldredge, father of a former Mayor Aldredge
of Dallas; Jot Gunter, a prominent citizen of San Antonio; L. S. Schluter.
afterwards a prominent attorney of Jefferson; Pleas Turner, afterwards
District Judge of the Texarkana District; Steven Blount, who became a
prominent banker in Nacogdoches~ Miss Sallie Stinson, who later became the
wife of Governor James S. Hogg; Miss Anna Culberson, who later attended
Washington and Lee University and died some years later in Jefferson; and
Senator Robert W. Wilson of Arkansas.
Because of Mrs. Looney's health, and at a time when the school was
at the zenith of prosperity and prestige, he turned his Gilmer School over to
his brother Martin Van Buren Looney in 1871. But without his great leadership the school soon closed.
When he left Gilmer in 1871, he went to Fayetteville, Arkansas, where he
established a private school, but when a movement was started to establish a
state university there, he supported the project by speaking all over the state
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although he knew if a university was established it would kill his school. The
school was established and he taught there a short time.
Looney returned to Texas, after his wife's death, teaching at Sulphur
Springs, Denton, Weatherford, Jefferson and he returned for a short time to
Gilmer in 1876 - but the old order had changed and public schools were taking
the place of private schools, so he weQ.t back to Georgia.
The Gilmer School was mostly a boarding school - houses were built
for students who came here from allover East Texas, even lower grade
youngsters. Many of these large two-story boarding houses remaining in Gilmer until modern times.
Morgan H. Looney left Gilmer over one-hundred years ago, but his
influence is still felt here. A prominent physician presently in Gilmer is
named Looney Fenlaw; the District Judge here is named Looney Lindsey,
and there are many other people in the County whose first names are Looney.
There is a State Historical marker on the courthouse square in honor of Morgan H. Looney and his school. He was Worshipful Master of the local
Masonic Lodge four different times and his picture hangs in the lodge room.
Mter he returned to Georgia, Looney continued to teach in various
places. He published two books of poems, outstanding speeches, and other
articles that he had written. He made his home with his daughter. Mrs.
Glen Walters, during the last years of his life. He died on June 21, 1901, in
Hartwell, Georgia.
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RABBI HENRY COHEN AND THE GALVESTON IMMIGRATION
MOVEMENT*
1907-1914
By Ronald A. Axelrod

The role men and women play in history can be viewed from two perspectives. Either men determine history by their actions or history determines
the actions of men. At times a combination of the two may take place. The
relationship of Rabbi Henry Cohen 0863-1952) of Galveston and the Galves-

ton Immigration Movement, often called the Galveston Plan, was a case of
combining these two historical perspectives. The necessity of a nation and a
religious group to change its immigration patterns coupled with the extraordinary humanitarian efforts of a great man created the product of an innovative, well-planned program. This paper will examine the workings of the
Galveston Plan and the role Henry Cohen played in making that plan a partial
success.
The effects of the experience of immigration from Europe has been
graphically portrayed in Dr. Oscar Handlin's The Uprooted and Jack Aguero's The /mmiRrant Erperience. Much of this writing reflected close association with Jewish groups who stayed in the New York area. It is sometimes
overlooked that after 1890 substantial numbers of Jewish immigrants came to
New Orleans and Galveston to find homes in the South and West.
By March, 1908, the total Jewish population in the United States had
reached one and one-half million. Eight hundred thousand Jewish immigrants
had settled in New York City, and the great influx of the second wave of
Eastern European immigrants favored the northeastern United States' ports
as their ports of destination. Jews perceived New York City. in particular,
as the cure-all for their problems. I The thousands who had travelled there
before them would welcome new settlers; language barriers would prove
non-existent in a city of immigrants; traditional customs could be retained,
and jobs could be found with the help of those already settled. From the
viewpoint of an individual living the life of the persecuted, America, and
consequently New York City, seemed a panacea.
The vast majority of these new Jewish Americans emigrated from fear of
an official anti-semitic policy in Eastern Europe. primarily Russia and Rumania. Essentially, the problem was Russian-Jewish because Russia had in
its possession "some five million human beings against whom she had set herself the day by day task of destruction, using spiritual and economic means
whose ingenuity was one of the world's moral catastrophes."2
Pouring into New York by the thousands, locating in droves on the lower
East side, these refugees in America created their own worlds. These Jewish
ghettoes became burdened by overcrowded housing conditions and ever
present disease. While the life these Jews had left was often improved upon,
their existence was non-adaptive to an American way of life. Most spoke
native tongues and continued to follow their Orthodox Jewish traditions. s
Henry Berman, a leader in the Galveston Movement. reviewed the
situation of the Jewish immigrants in New York, stating,
It is now a matter of more than two decades, since racked and harried
and driven, Russian Jewish immigrants have been pouring into the
Ronald A. Axelrod i:.' from
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POfts of American immigration entry. And they have in the main, remained, forced to do so by the seeming environmental assurance of
economic security as against the uncertainty of venturing into the
interior, which to them lay incalculably remote. Whilst it is true that
in the great Eastern cities they adapted themselves in part to American
conditions, they have, nevertheless, been kept from peneet social
fulfillment by the accidents of congestion, where mass pressure has
necessarily hampered individual realization and the economic strife
vitiated mass development. And the immigrant in congesting is
continuing to make adjustment slower and more difficult; and the
grave problems which have arisen in consequence touch every point
of Eastern great city communal Iife. 4

As a result of these "special conditions," the Galveston Immigration
Movement was ins.tituted in 1907. 5 The plan revolved around the theory that
by diverting Jewish immigration from the North and Northeast to the South
and West, the problems of assimilation associated with the concentration of
Jews would be alleviated. Many Jewish leaders felt that the concentration
of Jews who were not becoming more rapidly Americanized would lead to an
increase in anti-semitic sentiment. The idea for diverting Jewish immigration
had been fostered as early as 1901 in a scheme fashioned by the Industrial
Removal Office. This office was founded and financed by the Baron de
Hirsch Fund with the collaboration of B'nai' B'rith. Due to lack of federal
financial support the idea had not gained any widespread acceptance and
changed immigration patterns. I> What was needed for such a plan to prove
productive was financial backing and dedicated leadership. These criteria
came in the form of two men, Jacob Schiff and Rabbi Henry Cohen, who
together provided the incentive to incorporate the ideas and make the settlement of Jews in the South and West a reality.
Jacob Schiff, the New York financier and noted Jewish American philanthropist, donated $500,000 for the specific purpose of redirecting Jewish immigration. 7 Familiar with Henry Cohen and the Galveston's Rabbi's reputation,
Schiff determined that the port of Galveston should be the entry point, with
Rabbi Cohen acting as the spiritual, guiding force behind the operations of
the plan.
Galveston was chosen for a few basic reasons. Rabbi Cohen pointed out
that in 1907, Galveston was one of the largest cities in Texas, "contiguous to
and in direct railroad communication with the large country West of the Mississippi". As an important center for the cattle and grain trade, Galveston had
good railroad connections with Denver, Kansas City, S1. Louis and points
farther north. For this reason immigrants could easily be distributed throughout the region. The southern and western states also afforded a ready market
for labor. "The general scarcity of labor in the South and West under normal
conditions would be counteracted if a steady inflow of the ablebodied could be
maintained. ,,~
As important, though, was that Schiff chose Galveston because the Jewish
community there boasted of its leader a man named Henry Cohen. 9 Already
prominent nationally due to his leadership in the rebuilding of Galveston after
the 1900 storm, Cohen was well-respected as a spiritual leader, scholar,
translator, and writer. President Woodrow Wilson called Cohen "the foremost
citizen of Texas," and in 1930, he would be recognized as the only Rabbi on a
list of the great religious leaders in America. 10

26

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Dr. Cohen was born in England in 1863 and had come to occupy the pulpit
of Galveston's Congregation B'nai Israel in 1888 after having led congregations in the West Indies and Woodville, Mississippi. His devotion to Galveston
and Texas was expressed through much of his writing, particularly his studies
of "The Settlement of the Jews in Texas," "Henry Castro, Pioneer and
Colonist, " and the "Jews in Texas." Further, the fact that he would remain the
Rabbi of a small congregation even though given offers of more prestigious
pulpits was proof of his love for his adopted city. While his work during the
aftermath of the Galveston Hurricane, as an influential proponent of prison
reform in the state of Texas, and as a prolific writer have earned him praise,
his leadership in the Galveston Movement earned him the most outstanding
ovations. Without his untiring dedication, the Galveston Plan would not have
achieved what it did. 11
The general operation of the Galveston Plan was supplied by the Jewish
Immigration Information Bureau, established in Galveston in the Spring of
1907 with Morris Waldman its first director. Waldman (1879-1963) directed
the Bureau from 1906 until 1908. The Bureau's basic function was the setting
into motion the machinery of placing the Jewish immigrants into profitable
situations. 12 Its endeavors concerned the coordination of all of the movement's
workings. Working directly with the Bureau of Galveston to achieve these
goals was a network of field representatives in cities throughout the territory
who actually filled in industrial reports and channelled requests to the Bureau
for immigrant settlers. 13
At the same time that the Jewish Immigration Information Bureau was
established in Galveston, the movement's leadership contacted the Jewish
Territorial Organization's branch in Minsk, Russia, to act as propaganda
disseminator in Russia and Roumania. Headed by Israel Zangwill, who had
returned to Europe for this purpose and Dr. David Jochelman, director of the
Minsk Bureau, the Jewish Territorial Organization educated immigrants on
the advisability of settlement in the Southern and Western United States. These
organizations, guided by United States immigmtion policy that made assistance
to immigrate illegal, did not initiate immigration. In fact, they often discouraged
it. Once the emigrant had decided to leave Europe, the Jewish Territorial
Organization tried to divert the Jew from the Northeast to Galveston. 14
The reactions of the Jewish community in the Southwest to this 'desire to
redirect Jewish immigration to this region are interesting. The Jewish Herald, a
publication devoted to "news concerning Jews" was the only Jewish paper
published in the Southwest at the time of the Galveston Plan. Its editorial page
acted as the unofficial barometer of Jewish thought. In the period of 1907 to
1914 the editorial opinion concerning immigration swung from a reserved
acceptance of the Plan to an overwhelming approval of it. Many Jews felt as
did J. B. Werlinsky, representative of the United Woolen Mills in Texas in
1909, that Galveston immigration was a waste of time. money and energy, Since
Jews coming to America spoke a common language and practiced common
traditions, he felt most of the immigrants would want to live among people of
their own kind and would migrate from Galveston eastward. Thus, there was
no point in diverting them southward. 1s
An editorial of February 20, 1910, tongue in cheek in nature, discussed
two speeches made by Jacob Schiff in New York that encouraged immigrants
to come South. Edgar Goldberg, the Editor, stated "that if they (meaning the
immigrants) had any money, we'd be tempted to ask what land company he
(Jacob Schiff) had stock in?" .16 Later that month, Goldberg argued that there
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was no Jewish problem and if it was only affecting New York City, why deflect
immigration and have an unsolvable problem in other areas.t 1 This editorial
stance denoted a misunderstanding of the goals of the movement in scattering
immigrants so that the concentration and congestion of New York's Jewish
Community would not persist. A later editorial of July 6, 1911, discussed the

discredit Zionists were pouring on the planY~
The first shipload of Jewish immigrants arrived in Galveston on July I,
1907. 19 Rabbi Cohen noted that "as Zangwill bade godspeed to the European
immigrants, I was privileged to welcome them to the land of opportunity". 20
Thus began a seven year period that would find Rabbi Cohen welcoming every
shipload of Jewish immigrants. These people were transported to Galveston
on the North German Lloyd Steamers line that sailed from Bremen. The
journey, twenty-three days in steerage, was considerably longer than the ten to

fifteen days the voyage to New York and Ellis Island entalled. Jacob Schifffelt
that the fact that the emigrants must travel on this one steamship line placed the
"immigrants at the mercy of the company", adding to their already difficult
journey.21
By publication time of the Galveston News on July 2,1907, all but eight of
the eighty-six Jews aboard the first ship the Cassel, were well on their way to
destinations assigned by the Bureau. 22 The remaining eight were leaving that
day. The newspaper praised Rabbi Cohen's work on the day of the first shipload stating that he "was indefatigable in his efforts from the time of the arrival
of the ship early in the morning until the last of those leaving yesterday had
departed"23 to planned destinations.
The News reiterated a point expressed by all of those involved in the
Galveston Plan, namely that the Bureau was not designed to act as an initiator
of immigration to Galveston, "but merely to assist those who decide to come in
anyway they can". 24

Every ship, like the first, was met by Rabbi Cohen and his assistants who
"went ahead with aU vigor in their task of placing the strangers happily, and
assuring happiness in many quarters. "2:; Often the Rabbi would board the
ship and converse with the immigrants to make them feel welcome to their new

land.
Ships generally arrived at two to three week intervals; the Cassel arriving
July I, 1907, followed by the Frankfurt on July 14, the Hanover, August 6,
Chemnitz, August 24, etc. In the first year the number of arrivals per ship
ranged from nine to one hundred eighty-four. 26
The basic format of the Bureau's operations upon a ship's arrival was the
same each time. Once the ship was in port, each immigrant was examined by
the Port Marine Surgeon. In June, 1908. Cohen wrote: "In accordance with the
laws of the United States there are good and sufficient reasons for occasional
deportations.' '27 Twelve cases of deportation in the first year of the Plan's operations were reported, five for "trachoma", four for "poor physique", and
three for tuberculosis. Though this number was small, by 1914 a greater percentage of Jewish immigrants would be deported from the Galveston port than
from Ellis Island, a situation contributing to the subsequent failure of the
Galveston Plan. 28
After having been examined, those who passed their physical examinations were interrogated by the Immigration Inspector while the Customshouse
officers inspected their baggage. These bags were then loaded from the docks
onto large wagons to be transported to the Bureau's headquarters, a distance
of one-half mile. 29
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The Bureau's headquarters would be the stopping point for the immigrants
on their road to new homes. Here they could collect their thoughts, find some
security after a tiring voyage, and replenish their bodies with needed rest and
sustenance. The first step on arrival at the Bureau, though, was the distribution
of mail, followed by "a refreshing bath and a wholesome and generous meal" .30
After the meal, the Bureau distributed literature that provided a sense of
security for the newly arrived immigrants. The Immigration Publication
Society was organized to meet a definite need for literature for the different
nationalities arriving in the United States in the early part of the century.31 The
Jewish immigrant was given not only Yiddish papers published since his embarkation, but also some practical Yiddish leaflets prepared in simplified form
giving a few rules of conduct important to be observed in the new land. These
pamphlets contained lessons in civics and the basic tenets of the United States
Constitution.
The Immigration Publication Society and Rabbi Cohen as a contributing
member felt that the immigrant must learn English, but that the immigrant must
first be met in a "friendly and democratic way". Rabbi Cohen used this approach in meeting immigrants upon arrival, speaking in their own language.
Being met in this manner, the immigrant would feel more comfortable in his
new land. In aiding the immigrant to assimilate more quickly to his new culture, the ability to speak English would alleviate many of the new citizen's
problems. Thus, "the work of the I.P.S. was essentially preventive for in helping the immigrant with the elements of American education, a great amount of
costly and difficult charitable work" would be unnecessary at a later date.:)2
Following a short period of reading time, immigrants were questioned
concerning their desires for occupation placement and location. This information was placed on a Consignee's Record Card. Interior agents had on file
specific requests for occupational needs. These requests were gathered in
individual cities often with the help of local Jewish businessmen. Bureau
workers would match these job opportunities with the immigrant's requests
as closely as possible. When decisions had been reached concerning specific
destinations, railroad tickets were purchased. The immigrant then ate supper,
was given food to last the length of his journey and longer, and was then placed
in his compartment for departure on the night train. Generally, the entire
process lasted from twelve to twenty-four hours, The incoming immigrants
had nearly always departed the Bureau by the morning after the arrival. 33
Most easily placed were mechanics, while the merchant or peddler without
English speaking ability was the most difficult placement to make. 34 The lead·
ers of the plan realized that Jews already settled and established in cities
throughout the United States west of the Mississippi would through necessity
have to be an integral working link if the plan would succeed. Henry Berman
spoke of this needed co-operation in an address to the District Seven B'nai
a'rith Grand Lodge:
I am not unmindful of the invaluable services you have rendered the
Galveston cause. and the manner in which you have made futures for
so many of your Galveston protogees. Your larger cities, passing
through the period of federation of communal activities have. as a rule,
kept the interest of the Galveston work to the fore. Nor must our large
debt to the smaller communities be overlooked, which though not
equipped for social work in the manner of their sister cities of greater
growth, have done admirably well by the immigrants they have
accepted. 35
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Berman, in his praise, though, was quick to expose the lack of support
from many communities, stating that Jewish communities throughout the
South and Southwest were "the final term in the immigrant movement. "3fi
The Bureau was ready to grant to individual communities the financial aid
required for the care of the newcomer, and needed only for individual communities to express the desire to accept the Jewish immigrants. Some communities were not as enthusiastic about accepting immigrants as were
others, but by and large, the local Jewish communities worked diligently to
welcome Jewish immigrants,31
Requests to the Bureau for Jewish immigrants were received from over
one hundred fifty towns from Corpus Christi, Texas to Duluth, Minnesota to
Atlanta, Georgia to San Francisco, California. 38 Of the ten thousand Jewish
immigrants who entered Galveston by the Galveston Immigration Movement the following numbers went to each of these southern and western
states: 39
Arkansas
Colorado
lllinois
Iowa
Kansas
Louisiana
Minnesota

155
284
283
1225
208
296
997

Missouri
Mississippi
Nebraska
North Dakota
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Texas
Wisconsin

1099

35
611
35
245
191
2134
48

In big cities and small towns throughout these states, Jews located and they or
their families still live there today.
While it would be impossible to stereotype the qualities possessed by
these Jewish immigrants as a group, the men and women who embarked upon
a new life in Galveston were definitely more the pioneer type than their
counterparts who settled on the East coast. 40 The Jewish immigrant who came
to Galveston knew he would not be afforded the comforts of community he
could share with fellow immigrant Jews. Often, the immigrant would be the
only one of his kind in the town when placed by the Bureau. That very few of
these people emigrated towards the East, as some opponents and skeptics of
the plan feared, was testimony not only to their prosperity but also to their
perseverance. 41
Besides fear of the unknown, Jewish immigrants were faced with one
major obstacle upon placement. This obstacle was described by Henry Berman as the "Miracle of the Wage".42 To overcome this obstacle, the immigrant must earn enough money to support himself and his family if they came
with him, for others back home to survive, and finally for transportation
expenses to unite all relatives in one location. Aiding the immigrants in overcoming this prime obstacle, the Bureau found jobs for immigrants in a wide
variety of occupations. The following chart lists the immigrant's occupation,
the total number placed in that position by 1914, and in some cases the
weekly amount earned. Salary figures were not available for all occupations.
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Immigrant's Occupational Placement - July 1907 to July 1914 43
O{'cupation
Number Placed
Weekly Salary
Bakers
143
$15
120
Blacksmiths
Butchers
202
Carpenters
418
$12-25
Clerks
537
Dressmakers
343
Laborers
$9
332
Locksmiths
$12
183
Merchants
422
Painters
$15
146
463
Shoemakers
$10
166
$12
Shoe Upperers
Tailors
600
Tanners
132
124
Tinners
Unskilled Workers
765

These salaries were received with great pride by immigrants who had
made only a few dollars a month in Russia, and allowed Jews to live satisfactorily without charity. A case in point was Kansas City, Missouri where
ten percent of the first one thousand immigrants who arrived through Galveston were placed. H. S. Haskell, writing for the Kansas City Star in 1908,
noted that rarely did the United Jewish Charities have to provide for the
Jewish newcomers. Rather only six men out of one hundred were out of work
at anyone time. 44 This phenomenon in Kansas City was repeated throughout
the territory. It should be noted that in a relatively short time the wages listed
were comparable to those received by Americans generally,
A story associated with the success of the movement took place in
Kansas City. A cap maker who in Russia had earned only a few dollars a month
when he could get work started in Kansas City at ten dollars per week. This
amount was soon raised to twelve dollars. For him that was opulence and he
lived with the joy of a millionaire until he made a discovery. With his knowledge he went with this grievance to Mr. Billikopf, the Kansas City director
for Jewish placements.
"What's the matter?" inquired the supervisor. "Aren't you getting
on , , ,1"
"Yes", was the reply, "Only I have heard that Cohen who isn't any
better capmaker than I is getting eighteen dollars. When shall [ be getting
dghteen dollars?"
Haskell of the Kansas City Star viewed this discontent as evidence of
the Russian capmaker's Americanization, one of the fruits of the Galveston
movement. 45
This outward success of the immigrants placed in towns throughout the
Bureau's territory was mirrored in the shift in The Jewish Herald's editorial
opinion. By October, 1912, Editor Goldberg and his new associate Ruppin
had changed directions by stating that "United States regions of the South
and West have room for the pushful energy of the Jew", They praised Jacob
Schiff for his outstanding contributions to the success of the plan,46 With the
closing of the Bureau in 1914, the Herald found the event "regrettable".47
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The goal of the Jewish Immigration Movement had originally been to
redirect at least twenty thousand Jews from the Northeastern ports to the
port of Galveston and then to the waiting communities of the South and West.
After accomplishing this, the leaders felt immigration would naturally turn
south and westward ..'R By October 1, 1914 when the Bureau was closed, approximately ten thousand immigrants had been placed in gainful occupation at
a cost of three hundred thousand dollars. 49 From the arrival of the Cassel in
1907 to July I, 1914, the following numbers of Jewish immigrants arrived in
Galveston by year:
Total Number
Year
Distributed
1907
866
1908
135
1909
418
1910
1193
1355
1911
1912
1522
2918
1913
1914 (to July I)
925
Total

9332'"

These figures denoted "the financial crisis ·011908-1909 [that] interrupted
the general immigration to the United States, and although every vessel
from Bremen to Galveston during those months brought a score of our coreligionists to this port the movement was affected". 51
The approximate ten thousand figure, while not the total expected. was
nevertheless the result of tremendous time and energy on the part of many
dedicated people, in particular Henry Cohen. Often work by men like him
should be judged by intangible evaluations. As the motivating spirit behind the
plan, the inspiration of his leadership kept the plan going. Galveston community leaders respected him to such a great extent that often rather than
donating money to charity they would permit Rabbi Cohen to distribute it.
His ability as an organizer and efficient leader earned him the respect and
praise of all those associated with the Galveston Movement.
He was often singled out for his work with the Bureau. On the Silver
Anniversary of his ministry at Congregation B'nai Israel, Edgar Goldberg
wrote in The H eraJd: "Of special value has been his work in connection
with the Jewish Immigration Information Bureau; and perhaps every immigrant coming through Galveston under its auspices remembers some kind act
and some encouraging word from him" .52 Even as early as 1909, the Herald
editor had extolled Cohen's efforts in having created the "sanest Jewish
community in America" .53 In a 1912 editorial condemning many Jews for
their lack of support for the Bureau, Goldberg wrote that "with the ever
thoughtful Rabbi Cohen on guard working with might and main for our people, it should be the shame of Texas Jewry to remain dormant when great
amounts of work but awaits their willingness to perform it. "54
D. H. White, editor of the Jewish Herald Voice in 1937, wrote of Dr.
Cohen:
One of the outstanding contributions in his long career is his work in
aiding immigrants to homes during the early part of this century. He
was the guiding light in the Jewish Immigration Information Bureau
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and settled many families in the various towns and hamlets in Texas
and throughout the South. It was through his endeavors that many
families were guided inland and away from the crowded slum sections
of the large Eastern cities. He took a personal interest in giving a start
to families in need who had little of the worldly goods to set up their
homes. He worked night and day to find employment for the incoming
men and women. He acted as their advisor, their banker, their
friend ..~!;

The Galveston Tribune praised him by referring to him as the "brains" of
the Galveston Plan and by further stating that "thousands were thankful for
having escaped the narrow confines of the large city ghettoes through his
thoughts and efforts" ,56 Rabbi David Lefkowitz of Temple Emanu £1 in
Dallas, Texas, believed Cohen operated out of "a clear social vision. ".~7 The
Houston Press expressed their feelings towards his work in a title, "Rabbi
Cohen, Galveston Beloved Man of God Hasn't Got Time for Becoming a
Living Legend. "5ll
Nevertheless, his name is associated with legends. In reviewing Cohen's
biography The Man Who Stayed In Texas written by his son and daughterin-law, the NelV York Herald Tribune's book editor described Cohen's life
in terms of a Texas legend. 59
One story concerned the immigrants on board the first ship that brought
Jews to Galveston. The city of Galveston had "unanimously" approved of
the innovative Galveston Plan. Mayor H. A. Landes joined Rabbi Cohen in
greeting the new citizens with words of charge concerning the responsibility
of American citizenship. The Mayor's speech was translated by a Yiddish interpreter, after which the Mayor shook hands with all of the immigrants.
Upon the spur of the moment a young man, whose hand was still
tingling from the hearty greeting, stepped forward and in halting
though grammatical English, thanked the Mayor for his courtesy. 'In
our country, Russia', he said, 'this scene could not be possible! The
mayors of our cities would take absolutely no notice of us or of any
people of our stations. You have welcomed us, Mr. Mayor, and we are
grateful. There may be a time when the American people will need
us and then we shall serve them with our blood!,60
Even though the emotions of this immigrant surely came through in the
word, he spoke, the irony of the ,tory was not fully realized until 1917. At that
time Rabbi Cohen worked outside an Army post as an unofficial Jewish chaplain. After telling this story to a group of Jewish recruits, a man from the back
of the group who had just enlisted yelled to Rabbi Cohen that he had been that
immigrant ten years earlier who had spoken to Mayor Landes. 61
Perhaps the most entertaining of the stories involving Rabbi Cohen and the
Galveston Plan was the most revealing of his character. A Russian revolutionary named Ivan Lemchuk stowed away on a steamer bound for Galves"ton.
Upon arrival, immigration authorities asked for his papers and when Lemchuk
was unable to produce them, he was immediately listeq and held for deportation. Fellow immigrants beseeched Rabbi Cohen to intercede for the man for
the immigrants realized the man's plight were he to be sent back to Russia. The
Rabbi tried in vain to convince local immigration officials to permit the man to
enter the country, and when his failure in Galveston seemed inevitable, the
Rabbi borrowed one hundred dollars from a local congregant, called his wife to
inform her of his leaving town, and boarded a train for Washington, D. C.
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Caught in the throes of bureaucratic red tape, he conversed with numerous
governmental officials who might secure passage into this country for the Russian emigrant. Unsuccessful in many interviews he was told that the only person
who could change the order of the Galveston officials was President William
Howard Taft. Arranging such a meeting with the President through his congressman, Rabbi Cohen was told by Taft that he felt it unfair for him to intercede against the express wishes of the law embodied in the Immigration Statutes. He did feel that it was wonderful the manner in which Jews looked out
for one another. Upon this statement Rabbi Cohen informed the President
that Lemchuk was not a Jew but rather a Greek Orthodox. Taft, amazed that a
Jewish Rabbi would travel to such great lengths to gain passage for someone not
of his own faith, granted permission for Lemchuk to remain in the United
States. 62 Why Taft was not so generous to the man if an immigrant Jew is important, but the story remains as a tribute to the kindness of the Rabbi from
Galveston.
The Galveston News reported the closing of the Jewish Immigration Information Bureau in its October 20, 1914 edition stating that from that date all
immigrant Jews would be directed to "suitable locations" through the central
immigration bureau in New York City.63 In June, The Jewish Herald had editorialized on the closing of the Galveston Bureau and its failure to achieve its
original goal. In analyzing the reasons for the closing of the port, the editors
ascribed three reasons. First, the longer steerage to Galveston than to New
York left immigrants weaker physically. In this longer voyage they were more
apt to "develop infirmities". Second, inspectors at the port had more time to
detect causes for exclusion because there were fewer immigrants arriving.
Third, there were fewer immigrants arriving because the propaganda that was
to entice Jewish immigrants to Galveston was unsuccessful. 64
Numerous people involved in the movement expounded theories as to
why the Galveston Plan was abandoned earlier than originally intended. David
Bressler blamed the government's failure to support or encourage the plan as
the reason for its demise. He emphatically stated that "though the Plan had not
succeeded in attaining its goal, it was not a failure of those involved in the
planning." Citing the long voyage as a contributor to the Plan's problems,
Bressler believed that the Plan had accomplished much that was worthwhile. 6li
Henry Berman felt that the indirect problems encountered by the Plan
were the causes for its decline. In 1910 the Russian government had banned
the work of the Jewish Territorial Organization. This organization's work
was vital in disseminating information that would entice immigrants to
Galveston. When the vital flow of information was discontinued, many immigrants were unaware of the opportunities in a different part of the United
States. Berman also felt that the Panic of 1907 and the ensuing decline in the
labor market had frightened many immigrants to unknown territory. But
Berman placed the greatest share of the blame on the Department of Labor
and Commerce. This government agency, he felt, was responsible for holding
up numerous boatloads of immigrants. deporting, often unfairly, a greater
percentage of immigrants than from Ellis Island, and generally for lending no
support to the Plan. With such actions by the Department coupled with the
other reasons mentioned, Galveston came to symbolize a site of uncertainty
for many immigrants. 66 These people thought there was no point in risking
deportation in Galveston when entry would be permitted in New York.
Though this was often merely a ·perception, the feeling persisted.
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Jacob Schiff echoed many of Berman's thoughts concerning restnctlve
federal immigration laws and the unsympathetic attitude of the federal
government. He felt this attitude created a situation in which it was "useless
to continue for the original purposes". Believing that most immigrants had
found "dignified existences and happy homes", Schiff felt the Galveston
Movement would "ultimately work out silently". Men and women from the
East would hear of the benefits of the South and West and would migrate in
that direction. And the ten thousand who had entered the United States
through the port of Galveston would propagandize the opportunities in that
part of the country, 67
Rabbi Cohen's sentiments on the termination of the Plan basically con·
curred with the thoughts of Bressler, Berman, and Schiff. Believing that
federal regulations and rigid enforcement of immigration laws at the port of
Galveston were undermining the workings of the Bureau. Cohen agreed that
closing the Bureau was a wise decision. 68
It must be understood, however. that the outbreak of World War I
terminated any possibility of continuing the program for several years.
The closing of the Bureau was not viewed in terms of the failure of the
movement. Rather what had been accomplished was viewed with much
pride. When David Bressler and Dr. David Jochelmann, a leader of the Jewish
Territorial Organization, interviewed some six hundred immigrants in the
Bureau's territory they found that a vast majority were happy with their
situations. All but ten of the six hundred were in gainful occupations earning
from ten to thirty dollars per week. Some were engaged in small businesses
and some owned their own homes. 69 The two interviewers would report that
no matter how many people had been settled, the Jewish Immigration Movement through Galveston had been a success.
As Bressler and Jochelmann concluded, the merits of the Galveston
Plan could not necessarily be evaluated by figures alone. On that note it was
actually a failure, never truly diverting twenty thousand immigrants away from
the Eastern ports. The plan did remove some ten thousand people who might
have become a part of the congestion of Jewish immigrants in New York.
More important though, the plan, as an aid to those who did come to Galveston, established many Jewish citizens in comfortable positions. As a result,
many Jews were able to earn enough money to bring their families from Europe.
The work of the Galveston Movement also had a direct influence on local
Jewish communities throughout the South and West. By creating a common
goal of aiding and supporting the Jewish immigrant, local Jewish communities
were solidified into organizations of co-operation.
The Galveston Immigration Movement was largely a success in its combining the talents of a great man, Henry Cohen with the unselfish energies
of hundreds of people involved in its day-to-day activities. This inward success of organization and humanitarian zeal allowed forgotten people to feel
wanted and frightened people to feel secure. In creating homes for ten thousand Jewish immigrants, the Galveston Plan was a creative attempt at redirecting Jewish immigration in the United States.
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THE FOUNDING OF LeTOURNEAU COLLEGE

by D. F. Burns
The educational philosophy which had its fulfillment in the LeTourneau
Technical Institute of Texas was first implanted in the mind of a fourteen-yearold school dropout named R. G. LeTourneau. Tn 1902, he went to work as an
Apprentice Iron Moulder. His boss welcomed him with one of the age-old
cracks of the iron business: "This is ajob for a strong back and a weak mind."
As had others before him, LeTourneau learned his business the "hard way"shoveling sand, wheeling barrows, and doing all the back-breaking labor that
the journeymen could give him to do- and he learned the value of learning-bydoing.
He also learned that students must be engaged in something worth their
effort. Wanting to learn the elements of the machinist's trade, LeTourneau
talked an old machinist in the foundry into allowing him to operate the lathe in
his shop, a skill he learned quickly. His response to this experience was "Bah,
this is nothing. You watch the lathe go round and you learn what comes out.
Shavings. To learn something, you must make something." In that foundry
was probably born his practical approach to education.
The next stage came about several years later when LeTourneau was
chopping wood for his uncle. He let the axe slip and cut his leg. He could do
nothing but rest until the wound had healed. To help pass the time, he studied
the lessons of an International Correspondence School Course which introduced him to the value of the academic side of knowledge.
From LeTourneau's experiences came the opportunity for LeTourneau
workers to have self-improvement while holding regular jobs. One of the
guiding principles of H. G. LeTourneau, Inc., was the desire to give every
employee an opportunity to learn and to earn more. This desire resulted from
LeTourneau's youth, when he found that in building earthmovers there were
problems his seventh grade education could not muster.
Prior to the founding of LeTourneau Technical Institute, plants at Peoria,
Illinois, Toccoa, Georgia, and Vicksburg, Mississippi, operated plant and
administrative training programs based on this idea of learning and doing.
As the LeTourneau enterprises grew into new and untried areas of manufacturing, the men had to be trained on the job. Production training was put
into operation and the operators of LeTourneau equipment were trained to
operate the simplest bulldozer as well as the complicated scrapers and Tournapulls. LeTourneau teachers became experts in the production of audio-visual
aids to help educate the new operators and mechanics.
During World War II, it was difficult to get trained production workers because of the draft. As a result, massive training programs were developed to
keep production going. The first 'LeTourneau Tech' was actually a shop college.
Another type of educational activity was developed at the Toccoa,
Georgia, plant. The LeTourneau Machinist School was set up for youths from
18 to 21. The course required two years to complete; the boys worked regular
eight-hour shifts and were paid the regular shop starting pay; and five nights a
week, three hours per night were spent in class. The two principal subjects
were blue-print reading and mathematics.
D. F. Burns is from Galveston, Texas.
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In 1941, the U.S. Defense Department announced plans to build an army
hospital in Longview, Texas. By 1942, the Harmon General Hospital had been
buiJt, and three years later, deactivated. It was in that state that the LeTourneaus saw the facilities in 1945 while looking over Longview as a possible plant location.
",;.:--" Carl Estes, publisher of the Longview News Journal, invited the LeTourneaus to Longview. Unaware that the company had been searching for
an ideal place to found an institution for young men, especially ex-G.!. 's, E-stes
pointed out the vacant Harmon Hospital. "What a place for a school" ran
through the LeTourneaus' minds.
After that, things moved fast. After several weeks of vigorous work in
Washington, D.C., Estes announced the transfer of Harmon General Hospital
to the LeTourneau Foundation to create LeTourneau Technical Institute of
Texas.
According to the Shreveport Times, LeTourneau bid $870,000 for the
hospital plant and site and finally got it for "one dollar". What actually happened was this: the complete property was assessed for sale at $870,000 and
was sold to the LeTourneau Foundation at that figure less 100% discount. One
of the primary conditions of the transaction was that ex-O.l.'s should be
priority students of the school as long as there was need; also the contract
contained a reversionary clause so that if a national emergency arose, the prop·
erty would revert to the federal government. As a result, the old barracks were
not cleared away and permanent buildings were not constructed on the campus
for a period of ten years. These are the buildings that were a part of the property transfer: steam plant, laundry, bakery, $56,000 swimming pool, gymnasium, theater, tennis courts, outdoor handball court, chapel, library, warehouses, railroad spur.
On January 31, 1946, the hospital was turned over to the district engineer
representatives from Dallas by Harmon's post engineer. It was then taken over
by the Public BuildIngs Administration, followed by official transferral to
LeTourneau. Approximately one month later, the school was dedicated.
Secretary of State Claude Isbell formally presented the state charter for the
school. A crowd estimated at 10,000 was on hand for the festivities. The president of Texas A & M College, the superintendent of public instruction in Texas,
and U.S. Senator, W. Lee Q'Daniel were among the notables present for the
dedication.
On April 2, 1946, classes were in full swing with the first catalog being
issued with that same date. Tuition was $30.00 per month, board $45.00. A
single person paid $8.00 rent per month, married students $25.00 for their
apartment.
Approval of the OJ. Bill for training at LeTourneau Tech was received.
Two thousand technical books and 50 different periodicals and newspapers
had been ordered for the library.
The 1948 catalog carried the announcement that the school was accredited
as a junior college in the State of Texas. During that same year, the college
curriculum became identical in format to many other collegiate course offerings.
Between 1948 and 1961, the Alterday Plan was developed. In essence,
the school was divided into two schedules - A and B. When A schedule was in
class, B was working, and vice versa. In 1961, a new statement of philosophy

40

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

and purpose appeared. LeTourneau Tech's Now became the LeTourneau
College Nmv. A liberal arts curriculum was added to the college program and
co-eds were admitted as students.
There were other changes. The first permanent building, Tyler Hall, and
the campus Master Plan were instituted. Since 1962, the Science Building, the
.A Margaret Estes Library, the Gymnasium, a new wing to Tyler Hall and a
cafeteria have been constructed. Even though the physical appearance of the
College has been altered and it no longer depends on the LeTourneau Plant
for its support, the actual philosophy of the school has not changed since its
foundation. That same philosophy is that the Academic, the Practical, and the
Spiritual are inextricably linked together"
In the words of Mr". R. G. LeTourneau the ultimate objectives of the college may be found:
... a better job can be done working and studying every day.
It will become a life habit. No man ever succeeded who
dido't acquire this habit, , .
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WINEDALE: TEXAS' WILLIAMSBURG
By Rob Martin

Texas' roots may not stretch back to 1776, but Texans can find at Winedale
an integral part of their own heritage in place of the Bicentennial.
In 1834, homesteaders Will and John Townsend claimed 1,107 acres of
land between the Brazos and Colorado Rivers of Texas, where Will built a oneroom house and loft. That house, which was later known as the Winedale Inn,
is today an unusual and historic component of the University of Texas System.
Winedale, located four miles east of Round Top, Texas in the heart of
Stephen F. Austin's colony, has expanded from the original house to a unique
indoor and outdoor museum consisting of six restored buildings, nature trails,
birding stations and picnic areas on a 190-acre site.
Miss Ima :fi.ogg bought the Winedale properties in 1%3 and was the driving
force behind its restoration. She envisioned Winedale as a center for the study
of ethnic groups who first settled the state. After donating the buildings with
an endowment fund for maintenance to the University of Texas in 1967, she
was able to see her dream realized.
The buildings were carefully restored under the supervision of Texas
Parks and Wildlife restoration architect Wayne Bell. The furniture, stoneware
and wall and ceiling paintings are products of the Texas craft culture. All wood
used in the revised buildings came from the property where the original timber
had been cut. Even the plants and landscaping were selected to represent the
period when the buildings were first used.
The Townsend brothers were the first owners of the Winedale property
and were responsible for the original building. In 1840, Captain John York, an
Indian fighter and leader of a cavalry legion in the Texas Revolution, became
the new owner. York was evidently too busy with his other duties to playa big
role in the development of Winedale, but the third owner, Sam Lewis, did.
Lewis doubled the size of the original building and turned it into a gracious
home. After expanding the building, he and his wife began taking in travelers
from stagecoaches, giving Winedale its reputation as an inn. It was then known
as Sam Lewis' Stopping Place. The surrounding village got the name of Winedale when the German farmers began raising grapes and pressing wine. The
Lewis home was eventually called Winedale Inn,
Lewis had a slave plantation at Winedale until 1865, and his family farmed
the area until the 1900s.
The Joseph Wagners, a German family, bought the inn and 109 acres in
1882. Their presence accounts for the inn's combination of English and German
features. When Wagner died in 1899, Joseph Wagner Jr. inherited the home and
the surrounding land.
Wagner lived alone in the house and operated a combination drygoods and

hardware store nearby. The inn deteriorated over the years through neglect
until Wagner's death in 1961. Mrs. Hamel G. Ledbetter bought the property and
sold it to Ima Hogg in 1%3.
In addition to the Winedale Inn, the property now includes five other
restored buildings: a four-square barn, which was part of the Lewis farm buildings before 1869; a barn which has been made into a 28o-seat theatre; a typical
Rob Martin is from Austin, Texas_
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Texas dog-run dwelling house of the 1850s, moved from just south of Round
Top and known as Hazel's Lone Oak; the Lauderdale House; and the McGregor-Grimm House.
The Lauderdale House was built in 1858 by James S. Lauderdale and is a
typical Texas planter's home of the mid-1850's. Lauderdale settled near Long
Point in Washington County, about 20 miles from Winedale, with his family and
54 salves. The Civil War destroyed the slave-based economy, but the family
continued to live in the house. The rest of the house's history is incomplete.
In 1965, however. it was threatened with flooding and moved to Winedale and
restored for use as a dormitory and conference center.
The McGregor-Grimm House is the most recent addition to Winedale.
The two-story Greek-revival house was moved there in 1968 and after extensive
restoration work was opened to the public May 3, 1975. The home was originally built in 1861 by Gregor McGregor on a site about 15 miles from Winedale.
The downstairs parlor. hall and dining room were elaborately painted with
decorative wall and ceiling designs, and many of these are still present. 1ma
Hogg purchased the home from the Charles Grimm heirs in 1968 and presented
it to Winedale.
In recent years, Miss Hogg's concept of Winedale as a study center has
become a reality, with more than 30 groups having used the facility as a meeting
place. Only non-profit groups are allowed and up to 30 adults can be housed
for the night. Groups studying at Winedale stay in the Lauderdale House and
eat the good country cooking of Angelene Zwernemann and Marilyn Wagner.
two of the special conference staff. They are a probable reason for the popularity of Winedale as a meeting place.
The Winedale Preservation Workshop dealing with architectural restoration meets there every year and each spring a festival marks Winedale's
anniversary. Representatives from museums have also met and studied there.
Among the University of Texas groups to meet at Winedale. the Shakespearean and Elizabethan classes under Dr. James Ayres seem to be the best
established. On several occasions since 1970, Winedale has become the
semester-long home for the classes, which study the plays and sometimes
produce scenes for the public in the theatre barn. Dr. Ayres and 21 students
spent the second summer session of 1975 there and produced plays in August.
For the first time, a semester-length class in restoration architecture was
taught at Winedale in the 1975 first summer session. The class was organized by
the University School of Architecture and 16 students lived and studied there
for four weeks.
The Texas Union has also sponsored trips to Winedale and the Cactus
yearbook has held fall workshop sessions there for the past two years.
Plans for Winedale include two more complexes of buildings that will
show how rural Texans lived at different economic levels in the 1850s.
Volunteer workers hope to make the restored facilities functional as well as
historically accurate. Their plans include raising chickens and ducks, making
lye soap and cooking festive meals in the style of the 1850s using only antique
utensals and the farmhouse fireplace.
At a time when Americans in general are looking back to their early beginnings, Texans may take pleasure in looking at the places and events that
make up their own heritage. Winedale is such a place.
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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
By Bobby H. Johnson
An innovative program on "East Texas Women" highlighted the fall
meeting of the Association in Nacogdoches on September 18. Approximately
ninety persons attended the meeting, which was advanced to September in
hopes that fewer conflicts would allow more participation.
The 9 A. M. session featured several vignettes on significant historical
figures as well as a paper on "Ma Ferguson- Texas Governor" by Dr, Ralph
W. Steen. The following vignettes were offered: "Angelina," by Dr. Dianne
Corbin; "'Sister Josephine," by Mrs. Caroline Ericson; and "Mrs. J. P.
Henderson," by Mrs. Dorothy M. Sanders. Mrs. Willie Earl Tindall served as
moderator.
Mrs. Sarah Jackson moderated the second session, which also featured
more vignettes and a talk on "Karle Wilson Baker," by Dr. Edwin Gaston,
Mrs. Lucille Fain spoke on "'Mrs. T. J. Rusk," Mrs. Solon B. Hughes discussed' 'Mrs. Lucy Pickens," and Dr. Francis Abernethy dealt with' 'The Lady
in Blue."
The luncheon featured an address on "Harriet Potter Ames" by Dr. Mary
Evelyn Huey, president of Texas Woman's University. W. T. Block of Nederland was honored at the luncheon for winning the Chamberlain Award for the
best article in the Journal. His winning entry, entitled "Tulip Transplants to
East Texas: The Dutch Migration to Nederland, Port Arthur, and Winnie,
1895-1915," appeared in the Fall 1975 issue.
The following new officers will lead the Association: president, Claude
Hall, Texas A&M; first vice president, Fred Tarpley, East Texas State University; and second vice president, Mr. E. H. Lasseter, Henderson. Dr. William R. Johnson of Stephen F. Austin State University and Mrs. Willie Earl
Tindall of San Augustine were added to the Board of Directors. Also re-named
to the Board were Mrs. Jere Jackson and Ralph Steen of Nacogdoches. The
Spring 1977 meeting will be held in College Station.

We continue to receive newsletters from various historical groups in the
region, notably the Shelby County Historical Society, the Houston County
Historical Commission, and the Smith County Historical Society. Our only
regret is that we do not get more, Please put the Association on your mailing
list so we can keep up with historical activity on the local level.
The Journal has been asked to announce the General L. Kemper Williams
Prizes in Louisiana history. A $500 prize will be awarded for the best published
book or article and a $200 prize is offered for the best manuscript by an un-

published author. For further information, write to: The General L. Kemper
Williams Prize Committee, clo the Historic New Orleans Collection, 533
Royal Street, New Orleans, LA., 70130.
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Shoal Creek Publishers of Austin has recently published a limited edition
book on the renowned artist, Jose Vives-Atsara. Written by Nancy Glass West,
the work contains 55 illustrations, including 28 color reproductions. This handsome book may be obtained from the publisher at 8000 Shoal Creek Blvd.,
Austin, TX. 78758.

Texas Reference Sources: A Selective Guide is available from the Texas
Library Association. Compiled as a project of the Reference Round Table of
the TLA, the work contains citations of valuable references for those interested
in Texas topics. Copies may be obtained from Mrs. Jere Hetherington, TLA
Executive Secretary, Box 505, Houston, Tex., 77001. The price is $7 plus
thirty-five cents tax. All orders must be prepaid.
The Arno Press of New York City has recently published a four-volume
history, The Frontier People afAmerica, by Dale Van Every. Those familiar
with Van Every will applaud this re-publication of his famous work which
traces the frontier from 1754 through 1845. The entire set sells for $50, but
individual books may be purchased for $15 each.
Texas historians unfamiliar with the Dallas Historical Society Research
Center will be interested in knowing about this collection of books and historical
materials. Located on the lower floor of the Texas Hall of State in Fair Park,
the Center consists of a library of more than 7,000 volumes and an archive collection containing more than 1,600,000 items_ Regular hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.
Dr. David B. Gracy, archivist at Georgia State University in Atlanta for
the past five years, will return to Texas early in 1977 to become director of the
Texas State Library's Archives Division.
Dr. Gracy, who was recently elected a member of the council of the Society
of American Archivists, received a doctorate in history at Texas Tech University in 1971. He also holds B.A. and M.A. degrees from the University of
Texas at Austin. Active in professional organizations in the fields of history
and archives, he has also published in both areas. In Georgia, he served as
editor of Georgia Archive, a quarterly publication of the Society of Georgia
Archivists_
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BOOK REVIEWS
Texas in 1776. By Seymour V. Connor. Austin (Jenkins Publishing Company), 1975.
p. 112. $20.00.

Texas in 1776 is a handsomely-designed volume which presents a simplified narrative
of the history of Spanish Texas during the eighteenth century. The book is composed of six
brief chapters dealing with groups or events which influenced Texas history during the
period ending with the 1770s; a full-page map accompanys each chapter.
A prologue places events in Texas into an international framework. Following this are
two short chapters in which Connor deals, in a few broad brushstrokes, with the presidio
and mission background of late eighteenth-century Texas. The evacuation of East Texas
in the early 17708 and the vicissitudes of the Ybarbo party rate a brief chapter, and the
author quickly dispatches the Indians of early Texas in an overview which concentrates
on the Comanches, Karankawas and Caddoes, groups which were of most concern to the
Spanish. The final chapter, from which the book takes its name, provides abird's-eye view
of the settlements of Spanish Texas in the 1776, the year of the American Declaration of
Independence and immediately following the Spanish imperial readjustments of the 1760s
and early 17708. A concluding epilogue describes the post-1776 decades in Spanish Texas
as a "sonambulant pastoral existence" following the "renaissance" of the 1770s.
Texas in /776 is almost a coffee-table book, though it lacks the lavish illustrations
which often make such books worthwhile, To do it justice, it does reflect accurately the
main themes of Texas history in the eighteenth century and offers good, clear maps, It is
no more than a quick gleaning of basic points from the handful of standard scholarly
works on Spanish Texas, however, gotten up in large type on lush, folio-size pages. One is
forced to conclude that this attractive work is an expensive and unnecessary contrivance
whipped up to take advantage of the Bicentennial. In these days of horrendously high book
prices, few wiD be able to afford a luxury non-book like Texas in 1776.
D. S. Chandler
Miami University (Ohio)
Drama and Conflict. the Texas Saga of 1776. By Robert S. Weddle and Robert H,
Thenhoff. Illustrations by Marvin L. Jeffreys, Austin (Madrona Press, 1976).
Bibliography, Index, Illustrations, Maps. p. 210. $12.95.
Robert Weddle and Robert Thonhoff, recipients of the La Bahia Award, which is
given to books reflecting Texas' Spanish heritage, have combined their efforts to produce
a solid and well-written study of Texas in 1116.
This study centers on the men who directed Texas' destiny during 1776. The four men
were Hugo Ocon6r, an Irish revolutionary; a Frenchman, Athanase de Mezieres, a master
in the art of trade as well as in diplomacy; and two Spaniards, Antonio Maria Bucareli y
Ursua, a lieutenant-general in the Spanish army, and Juan Maria Vicencio de Ripperda,
a baron by birthright. It was the conflict between these men that produced the drama of
Texas in 1776. One such conflict involved Ocon6r and Ripperda. Ripperda resented
Ocon6rs nearly equal military rank, because he was titled and older than the Irishman.
The authors have stated in their preface thatit was not their purpose to write "a Bicentennial book", but to make Texans more aware of their own heritage from the revolutionary period, and the contributions their state and region have made to the economic and
cultural development of the nation as a whole. The authors have succeeded in presenting
a view of Texas in the year of the American Declaration of Independence. They have
shown how people lived and their relationship with their government and environment
and their reaction to the many problems which confronted them. Because of time and
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inflationary production costs, the publishers have left out detailed footnotes; instead they
have provided a discussion oftheir sources. There is no question that much ofthe information presented here is llseful, and that it is presented in a well-written and entertaining

book.
Jack Dykes
Shepherd High School
The Mexican Kickapoo Indians. By Filipe A. Latorre. Austin (The University of Texas
Press), 1976. p. 361, Notes, Glossary, Bibliography, Index. $15.95.
In recent years the need for primary information relating to the living conditions and
social customs of native Americans has been repeatedly acknowledged. But the difficulties of gaining the acceptance, trust, and friendship of the few remaining tribal villages
that live much as they did in the past is enormous. The authors of this volume have
provided anthropologists, sociologists, and enthologists with significant primary information about a tribe of Mexican Kickapoos living in Northern Coahuila by doing the near
impossible: conducting a field investigation of the 450 tribal members over a twelve year
period by living virtually among them. Due in part to the authors being bilingual and their
hispanic nationality, the in-depth data they relate in this volume also gives testimony to
their degree of success in winning the acceptance of their Indian subjects.
The purpose of the book is "to present the Kickapoos from an enthnological viewpoint.' , Thus, virtually every aspect of the Kickapoo life style is discussed. After a brief
historical sketch the authors summarize their twelve years of observation of these Indians
in terms of their language; habitation; food and quest for food; crafts; dress and personal
care; economic, political, and legal organization; social structure; life cycle; tradition;
religion, rituals, and ceremonies; medicine; and magical beliefs. Despite the diversity
of subjects and the incredible amount of detailed information, the book is "logically
organized, well·written, objective. and includes a number of useful black and white
photographs. Glossary, notes, and a very specific index add to the excellence ofthe book.
Unfortunately, a short review such as this cannot dojustice to the work and time that
went into the research for this book. Field investigations which are conducted over long
periods of time can be thankless tasks but the rewards are usually substantial. But the
value of the observations resulting from field studies depends on the objectivity,
reliability, and accuracy of the researchers. In this sense the authors appear to have
consciously tried not to make their own interpretations and evaluation of the meaning of
the events they witnesses during those twelve years. Thus, the only weakness of the
volume is the exclusion of a summary chapter in which the authors might have given the
reader the benefit oftheir insights and discussed the implications oftheir finds. Hopefully,
other scholars will use this data and attach to it meaning, interpretations, and significance.
Charles R. McClure
Rutgers University
Kiva Art of the Anasazi at Pottery Mound. By Frank C. Hibben. Las Vegas, Nevada
(KC Publications), 1975. p. xiii, 145. $35.00.
Anasazi, a Navajo word meaning "ancient ones," refers to the Puebloan civilization
which reached its peak in the thirteenth century and covered a large area of the American
Southwest. Today Anasazi descendants reside in the Hopi, Zuni, and Rio Grande
Pueblos. The term kiva is the Hopi name for the sacred ceremonial, assembly, and
lounging chambers of the males of these people. Usually subterranean, the rooms are
round or square and entered by means of a ladder placed through an entrance in the roof.
Kiva Art of the Anasazi at Pottery Mound deals almost entirely with the mural frescoes
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removed in layers from the walls of the kivas of Pottery Mound, a pueblo which thrived
from about 1300 A.D. to 1475 in the Puerco River valley in central New Mexico. The
paintings unearthed at this site constitute the most extensive body of such material ever
revealed. Except for petroglyphs and pictographs, this art form is probably the earliest
discovered in what is now the United States. Over 800 murals have been found at Pottery
Mound, and 109 of the most complete are beautifully and brilliantly reproduced in this
outstanding book. They constitute the best record so far of Anasazi art and religion.
Since modern Pueblo Indians are descended from the "ancient ones," it is not surprising that several who were well versed in the lore of their people were often used as
informants and interpreters of certain details of the murals. Pottery Mound shows considerable Mexican influence, including a pyramid. In addition, the paintings frequently
portray parrots and macaws and the accoutrements of the Mexican peoples to the south.
Since only a portion of Pottery Mound has been excavated, the kiva murals, in particular,
pique one's interest and imagination as to what remains to be learned of the people of
this vanished village and, indeed, the culture of the Anasazi in general.
Dr. Frank C. Hibben, a renowned anthropologist and the director of the pottery
Mound excavations, has written an excellent, fascinating text to explain and interpret
the significance of the pueblo ruin and especially, of course, its kiva art. He avers that
his book was designed for all "scholars, scientists, artists, and laymen who are interested
in Indian art and culture." He has succeeded admirably.
Martin Hardwich Hall
University of Texas at Arlington

Samuel May Williams: Early Texas Entrepreneur. By Margaret Swett Henson. College
Station (Texas A&M University Press), 1976. p. xiii & 190. Illustrations, notes,
index and bibliography. $10.
Samuel May Williams (1795-1858) was a Rhode Island native who served as contidentialand indispensible assistant to Stephen F. Austin. Notable episodes in his career
included serving as recorder for Austin's colonial land grants (1824-1835); postmaster at
San Felipe de Austin (1826-1835); director of the Galveston City Company (1838-1857), a
group responsible for the founding of Galveston, Texas; naval commissioner (1838), during which time he acquired vessels for the Texas Navy; commissioner for armistice with
Mexico (1843-1844); and founder (1848) of Texas' first bank. He also served in the Fourth
Congress of the Republic of Texas during which time he chaired committees on naval
affairs and finance, and introduced legislation to fund the erection of Texas' first lighthouse on Galveston Island.
The book consists mainly of original research based on the Samuel May Williams
papers in the archives of the Rosenberg Library at Galveston, and an impressive bibliograph y ofother sources. The writer, Margaret Swett Henson does, however, admit several
gaps exist in the availability of material, in particular Williams's service in the Monclova
Legislature. These gaps, unfortunately, prevent the work from being a good definitive
biowaphy.
The level of detail in the coverage of episodes in Williams's career from 1822 to 1808
flows evenly throughout the 164 pages of the text, but the author seems hesitant to
elaborate on her subject's outside land interests which brought him much scorn from
fellow Anglo-Americans. At one time Williams was one of nine Texans proscribed by
the Mexicans with a price on his head, but he was always successful in evading capture.
She has made an attempt to identify persons and events mentioned in the work, but there
are several which need further explanation. The text also lacks the romanticism often
found in other historical biographies. The book is illustrated by mostly sketches of Repub-
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lie of Texas Naval vessels. Other features include bottom of the page reference notes
and a strong bibliography.
Maury Darst
Galveston College

Texas Furniture: The Cabinetmakers and Their Work, 1840-1880. By Lonn Taylor
and David B. Warren. Austin (University of Texas Press), 1975. Illustrations,
bibliography, appendix, glossary, notes, index. p. 387. $22.50.
Texas Furniture: The Cabinetmakers and Their Work, /840-/880 deals with the
cabinetmakers and the furniture they produced in Texas between 1840 and 1880. Lonn

Taylor's two introductory chapters .are_!l~_o~c:~~ew ~fthe social and economic conditions
in the state during the mid-nineteenth century years while it was moving from mostly
rugged frontier to Victorian industrialization. His comments about the people, their
homes and furnishings, and the conditions, traditions and nostalgia that influenced
them are accurately and interestingly stated. Mr. Taylor documents for the first time the
rise and decline of handcrafted Texas furniture.
Because of the difficulty of overland transportation during the time of the Republic
and until the railroad came to Texas in the 1870s, people relied on local craftsmen for
most of the everyday objects of household use. These objects were usually individually
designed, engineered, and constructed and the furniture produced was often more beautiful, better made. and more useful than the later mass-produced furnishings from the Midwest. But, as industrialization came, people demanded the factory-made products and
by the 1880s the Texas craftsman had practically disappeared.
The book is illustrated with photographs of authentic Texas made beds, wardrobes,
chest of drawers. chairs, sofas, tables, desks, cupboards. and safes. Each piece is
identified as to maker (if known), date of construction, material used, measurements,
present owner and location and a brief history of the piece itself. David B. Warren,
associate director of the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, is responsible for an analysis
of the furniture and also supervised the photography. The quality of this part of the book
is excellent. A glossary follows which aids the reader in understanding and appreciating
what he is seeing.
Mr. Taylor and those who worked with him, including James M. McReynolds of San
Augustine, searched census records, newspapers, and archives for infonnation about the
cabinetmakers, their tools, machinery and the woods they used. They have included
maps showing the forest resources of Texas and the locations of cabinet shops in 1850,
1860,1970 and 1880. The section, "A Checklist of Texas Cabinetmakers." contains information about 874 men who practiced the trade of cabinetmaking in Texas before 1875.
The authors hope that the publication of this checklist will stimulate local and regional
studies of Texas cabinetmakers. This book reminds us that while we know a great deal
about the furniture made in the Brazos-Colorado region and the Hill Country during the
19th century, in comparison, we know very little about that produced in Galveston,
Austin, the Blackland Prairie, and especially in our own Piney Woods area. (Piney Woods
area contains the following counties: Shelby, Panola, Gregg, Upshur, Smith, Cherokee,
Rusk, Houston, Trinity, Walker, Polk, Angelina, Nacogdoches, San Augustine, Sabine
and Jasper,) They have presented a challenge to local historians to fill in the gaps and
have offered the aid ofa permanent survey of Texas cabinetmakers at Winedale M'Jseum
at Roundtop. We in. East Texas should accept this challenge.
Texas Furniture is the result of more than ten years research carried out under the
direction of Miss Ima Hogg, a noted collector of American furniture and donor of the
Winedale Inn Properties of the University of Texas, Along with Lonn Taylor, probably
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the most knowledgeable person in Texas about this subject, Miss Hogg researched
museums and private collections throughout the state. The result of their efforts is an
important contribution to the knowledge of 19th century American crafts.

Barbara H. Green
lacksonviUe. Texas
Sandbars and Stern wheelers: Steam Navigation on the Brazos. By Pamela Ashworth
Puryear and Nath Winfield, Jr., College Station (Texas A&M University Press),
1976.

Few subjects are as interesting as the magnificent steamboats on the rivers of the
Uoited States. yet few have such a plethora of pitfalls. Happily. there are but two complaints possible with this book. "Burden" is used to describe the carrying capacity oftbe
boats, while "burthen," although arcaic, is more nautically expressive, The "Washington's" are confusing in the account of attempts to dredge the river. The two cities
should have been differentiated by an expression such as "Washington on the Potomac,"
The scholarship is thorough, Extensive footnotes are combined with a complete
bibliography, all largely from original sources.
Great charm and readability allow the reader to enjoy the story of steam navigation
on the Brazos. The work begins in the 1830s, with the "Texian" settlement, and ends
with the demise of riverboats about 1900.
Hazards faced by the navigators of the Brazos included low water, shoals, snags,
storms, revolution, secession, and bullets. All were faced with courage and tenacity to a
degree usually found only in the exploits of Texans. Boats and their Captains vie with
the enterpreneures for admiration, while occasional humerous adventures add spice to
the story of hazards overcome,
The recounting of the boats and voyages seems complete, and the reader can contemplate the histories of over Dinty steamboats, some majestic, some plain, and two
historic.
EventuaUy, railroads offered advantages over water transportation in the shallow,
dangerous rivers of Texas. Doom was sealed for the steamboats by construction of
several railroad bridges which hindered navigation and offered reliable, year round
transportation. By about 1900, a steamboats had gone and an era had passed. This
book furnishes a look back to those days of box superstructures, elegant if sedate travel,
and the deep, elemental chords touched only by the proud, authoritative bellow ofa steam
whistle.
Howard L. Sandefer
Virginia Beach, Virginia
The Chronicles of Fayette. By Julia Lee Sinks. Edited by Walter P. Freytag. Foreword
by Lonn Taylor, LaGrange (Bicentennial Commission, City HaD), 1975. p. xii,
145 & biographical notes, index, $5.00.

Julia Lee Sinks' episodic, spirited, evenhanded, and thoroughly worthwhile history
lay in untouched manuscript until its discovery in 1971 by genealogist Seth Breeding.
It is now published in eye catching format by the LaGrange Bicentennial Commission a
century after it was written. Mrs. Sinks' Chronicles had been sanctioned by county
officials in 1876. Endowed with no particUlar journalistic training, but with a good ear
for a story and a decided literary bent, she methodically examined the written sources
and interviewed surviving pioneers. Her manuscript completed, the county had no funds
with which to publish it. On becoming a charter member of the Texas State Historical
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Association in 1897. she entrusted her papers, including the unpublished Chronicles, to
The University of Texas Archives, where Breeding found them.
Editing for publication was undertaken by Walter Freytag, weD known grass roots
historian of LaGrange, who also provided twenty pages of biographical sketches that
conclude the volume. Lonn Taylor notes in his excellent foreword that local histories
often degenerate into patriotism, antiquarianism, and genealogy. This one doesn't.
Good stones abound throughout. Mrs. Sinks' premise was forthright: "Folklore constitutes the only basis of history in . , , a new country. In this work I have letthose ... who
have made this history write it themselves."
At the conclusion of her labor she advised would-be critics that "it is much easier to
criticize a book than to write one. " This reviewer would have liked a map, but its absence
is hardly Mrs. Sinks' fault. Her book and the 1936 History of Fayette County by Weyand
and Wade belong together in any Texas local history collection.
AI Lowman
Institute of Texan Cultures
And They All Sang Hallelujah; Piain-fo/k Camp·meeting Religion. 1800-1845. By Dickson D. Bruce, IT. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1974. xii & 155 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, and index. $7.50.)
Dickson Bruce provides a serious treatment of the Southern Frontier camp-meeting.
He covers the period from the outbreak of the Greak Revival in 1800 to the division
within the ranks of the Baptists and the Methodists over the question of slavery. Bruce
attempts to view this intriguing phenomena of frontier life from a socio-anthropological
as well as an historical perspective. According to his analysis, camp-meeting religion
provided for the early Southerner relief from his problems as well as an alternative to
the established social system. Furthermore, Bruce finds in this study of plain·folk
religion the means to "delineate the worldview of a significant number of ante-bellum
Southerners." (p. 12). The book is well organized and the author provides an interesting
narrative.
Bruce attempts to analyze the frontier camp-meeting along structural lines. He
begins by describing the content in which the camp-meeting developed and later flourished. The first chapter, entitled' 'The Wilderness Below," pictures life on the Southern
Frontier among the plain-folk. Bruce uses the term "plain-folk" in a technical sense to
refer to the great mass of ante-Bellum Southern fanners and townspeople who were
neither rich nor starving. In this chapter he identifies those economic and social conditions which affected early frontier religion. He also describes certain elements offrontier
folklore which reflect what the plain-folk believe about themselves. For Bruce, such a
consideration is essential to an understanding of their religious views.
In the next chapter the author gives a general account of the Methodist and Baptist
Churches in the South. He describes the chief characteristics of each church, carefully
pointing out those elements which attracted the plain·folk. In the third chapter, "To Give
Old Satan Another Round," Bruce examines the content and structure of the frontier
camp-meeting. He appraises the effectiveness of each factor in its relationship to the
camp-meeting's basic purpose - conversion. He also describes those exhibitions of
"acrobatic Christianity" which so often accompanied the camp-meeting conversion,
including jerks, falling, dancing, and barking. These emotional "exercises,"looked upon
as gifts of the Holy Spirit, were taken as a definite sign of conversion.
Bruce then turns to a study of camp-meeting spiritual choruses, finding in them a
veritable wealth of information concerning what the plainfolk proclaimed their salvation
to mean. The common theme of all these choruses was that of assurance. Bruce uses the
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last chapter to discuss the benefits of this "vital conversionist camp-meeting religion."
Conversion gained for the new believers not only spiritual immortality but also provided
a degree of social acceptance and security. They received "another world to live in"
on two different levels, one eternal and heavenly, the other temporal and earthly. Plainfolk camp-meeting religion provided a religious alternative to many of the social problems
which these plain-folk faced. It furnished opportunity for self-identification and personal
advancement, as well as a new orientation to a spirit of community.
Although adding little in the way of new research or new conclusions, this small
volume serveS as an interesting discussion of the frontier camp-meeting. It is recommended for the specialist desiring a convenient survey of the institution of the campmeeting as well as for the general reader who wants a colorful picture of early religion in
the South.
Marvin Wittenberg
Huntington, Texas
A History of Jefferson County. Texas, From Wilderness to Reconstruction. By W. T.
Block, Nederland (Nederland Publishing Company). 1976. p. 129. Bibliography and
Index. $12.00.
This book. the first of two, begins with pastoral dignity. It recounts prosaic centuries
of Jefferson County history and prehistory. It covers the geophysical structure of the
area and records evidence of early Indian inhabitants. It continues into the Spanish and
French exploration and settlement. Mexican ownership is followed by migration from
the United States. climaxing in the Texas Revolution.
The book moves more rapidly in the period after the Revolution. This is possible
with more public records available and increased descriptions by contemporary writers,
the product of increasing social awareness and lessening of the frontier character of the
region. Civilizing influences of communications systems, such as steam boats, railroads
and postal system, are easily seen.
By the beginning of the War Between the States, Jefferson County had become an
important seaport, and the economy was healthy. While no metropolitan center had
emerged, it was on a par with most of the South.
The various military operations in the county are well covered, as are the devastating
effects of war on the civilian community. As commerce declined other than that provided
by blockade running, the scourge of yellow fever, previously unknown to the county,
added to the misery of war. All phases of community life suffered.
The work needs at least one map to aid the unfamiliar reader with the region's
geography. Great stress is laid on changes caused by separation of Hardin and Orange
counties, and a map showing that is desirable.
Ending with the beginning of the tribulations of Reconstruction, it should leave the
reader with a desire to continue the story in Mr. Block's scholarly, well-documented
study.
Howard L. Sundefer
Virginia Beach, Virginia
John Jone.v Pettus, MiHissippi Fire-Eater: His Life and Times, 1813-1867. By Robert W.
Dubay. Jackson, Mississippi (University Press of Mississippi), 1975. p. 207, &

biblio.• index. $12.50.
Individuals, great and small, who were active participants in the epic struggle between
the North and South, have proven intriguing subjects for biographical studies. One such
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is John Jones Pettus who was initially examined by the author in his doctoral dissertation
at the University of Southern Mississippi. This monograph is a distillation of his earlier
work. Robert Dubay should be credited for his efforts to rescue this lesser-known, yet
interesting, political figure from total obscurity.
Beginning his career as a small planter and lawyer in Kemper County. Mississippi,
Pettus turned to politics, and after serving as a state legislator and senator. he capped
his political career by winning election as governor in 1859. Although his political reputation was somewhat dimmed by the glow of outstanding contemporaries such as Jefferson Davis, Albert Gallatin Brown, William Barksdale, and Henry Stuart Foote, Pettus
became a staunch defender of southern nationalism and ultimately a leader of the "fireeaters," the name given to those Democrats who were advocating secession. The wide
margin of his gubernatorial victory clearly indicated that the masses of Mississippi had
voted their sentiments in favor of breaking the Union.
In Dubay's discussion of secession and the Civil War, his efforts to make Pettus a
pivotal figure in these events are somewhat strained. Dubay's updated research adds
some illuminating facets, but Percy L. Rainwater's Mississippi: Storm Center of Secession, 1856·1861 (1938) stiD gives the best portrayal of the secession controversy in
Mississippi. Similar difficulties are encountered in Dubay's analysis of Civil War events
which seem to take precedence over the human participants. The author often casts
Pettus adrift in a sea of circumstances. This neglect may well be due to the author's
unsympathetic attitude toward all of the fire-eaters. To balance the account, however, he
does shift a portion of the blame for the eventual outcome of events to "the state legislature, Confederate officials, and the people." Despite mechanical weaknesses in this work,
hopefully biographies such as this will aid future historians in reaching a consensus on the
southern fire-eaters and a more profound comprehension of the revolutionary experience
of the Confederacy.
Marshall Scott Legan
Northeast Louisiana University

General Stephen D. Lee. By Herman Hattaway. Jackson (Univ. of Mississippi Press),
1976. p. 233. Notes, Bibliography, Index. $12.50.
Southern Carolina-born Stephen D. Lee (only distantly related to the Lees of Virginia) was one of several younger general officers of the Confederate army who distinguished themselvesfrrst in the Civil War and later in the rebuilding of the South. Although
he only ranked in the middle of his 1854 West Point graduating class. Lee rose to the rank
of lieutenant general by the end of the Civil War.
While never as weD known as fellow West Point classmate Jeb Stuart, Lee distinguishedhimself on many fields in the Civil War. During the first two years of the war. he
served in the Eastern theatre, taking part in the firing upon Fort Sumter, the Peninsula
campaign, the Seven Days, and 2nd Manassas. Promoted to brigadier general for his
handling of artillery at Antietam, Lee was transferred to the Vicksburg command in
November, 1862. In December of that year, he commanded the Confederate forces that
repulsed Sherman in the savage fighting at Chickasaw Bayou. For the remainder of the
war, Lee served with western armies, first as a corps commander under Pemberton in
the Vicksburg campaign of 1863, and later as a corps commander under Hood in the
disastrous Tennessee campaign of 1864.
The Reconstruction years were "a quiet period" for Stephen D. Lee. He established
his home permanently in Mississippi and briefly tried his hand at farming, the insurance
business, and state politics. In 1880 he was chosen as the first president of the newly
created Mississippi A. & M. College. For the next nineteen years he guided the college as
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it sought to educate the future mechanics and farmers of the state. By the time of his
retirement in 1899, Lee had earned tbe tide of "father of industrial education in the
South. "
Active in the promotion of history and veterans affairs, Lee became the second
commander of the United Confederate Veterans in 1904 when John B. Gordon died. Lee's
final public service was as the fIrst chairman of the board of commissioners of the Vicksburg National Military Park.
In telling the story of Stephen D. Lee, Herman Hattaway of the University of
Missouri-Kansas City has made a significant contribution to the study of the Civil War
and the New South. The biography is well written and the sources adequately examined.
Regrettably, the publisher chose to put the footnotes at the back of the book rather than
with the text where they would be more helpful. Too, the author abruptly disposes of his
subject in the final chapter, leaving the reader to wonder about the cause, time, and
place of Lee's death. But these are minor flaws in an important work of Southern history.
Ralph A. Wooster
Lamar University
Suffering to Silence, 29th Texas Cavalry CSA Regimental History. By John C. Grady

and Bradford K. Felmly. Quannah, Texas (Nortex Press), 1976. p. 243. Appendixes,
Bibliography, Index. $8.50.
Those devotees of Confederate history will be interested in this new addition iffor no
other reason than it sheds a little more light on that darkest comer of the Confederacy, the
Indian Territory. Confederate units that served in that backwater of the Civil War share
this anonymity, so it is good that one of them, the 29th Texas Cavalry Regiment, has
found its chroniclers. Co-author John C. Grady was inspired to compile this regimental
history by dent of his grandfather having served in that obscure unit.
This mounted organization was recruited from the environs of Denton, Collin, Red
River and other north Texas counties by Charles De Morse. editor of the Clarksville
Standard. After months of delay while recruiting and outfitting the 29th was .ordered to
duty at Fort Arbuckle in Indian Territory. Eventually a part ofGenernl Richard M. Gano's
Brigade, the regiment participated in seventeen engagements. Most of these were small
affairs compared to the battles in the east, and often resembled guerrilla actions. Especially was this true when Indians were fighting Indians. Nonetheless, men died at Cabin
Creek as surely as those did at Gettysburg and they deserve to be remembered.
The book is copiously illustrated and the maps are generally good. The organization
of the book seems more topical than chronological, sometimes rendering continuity a bit
difficult. The authors used their own form of referencing, and at that, not consistently,
one curious citation being "save as 3 above". Throughout, cited authority is sparse and
there were many pages of factual information that were devoid of sources.
The authors seemed somewhat vague. or confused. in their understanding of departmental military operations, like the Red River Campaign. Errors abound, both historical
and technical, like references to General Thomas H. Holmes (1'. 79), breech-loading
Enfield ritles (1'. 14) and Fort Smith, Arkansas being the headquarters of the TTansMississippi Department (1'. 96). Careful editing would have caught misspelled words.
typographical errors and construction flaws.
While lacking in formal scholarship the book adequately tells the story of the 29th
Texas Cavalry Regiment and thus another part has been added to the mosaic of the war in
the Trans-Mississippi.
Robert W. Glover
Tyler Jr. College
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Recom"lructed, 1863-1877. By Joe Gray Taylor. Baton Rouge (LSD Press).
1974. p. 552. Introduction. Epilogue. Notes, Bibliography, Index. $20.00.

For years, Louisiana history has suffered from the lack of a good general account of
the Reconstruction era in the state. Professor Joe G. Taylor of McNeese State College
has finally remedied this flaw by his work, Louisiana Reconstructed, /863-/877. Due to
the early U.S. occupation of much of Louisiana there has been in the past a tendency to
compartmentalize Louisiana history into monographs dealing with military happenings
during the war and political studies dealing with New Orleans as a separate entity during
and after actual hostilities. Professor Taylor has combined massive primary research,
especially extensive newspaper sources, with leading secondary works to produce a solid,
readable political history of-Reconstruction as a whole in the state.
After an introductory chapter on the capture and administration of New Orleans by
General Benjamin F. Butler (assisted by the U.S. Navy), the monograph begins an
extensive political history of Union Louisiana from the regime of General Nathaniel P.
Banks to the fall of the William Pitt Kellogg administration, some 14 years later. Unlike
most of the earlier works' dealing with this period. Taylor has no good versus evil men;
native white "good" Democrats versus evil White radical Republicans and misguided
blacks. This is simply the story of the evolution of Louisiana from a Confederate state
fthrough the throes of the political reorganization of the state into a comparatively shortlived but significant attempt at a post-war, two party system, Taylor deals with the diverse
elements that helped make Louisiana politics unique, with New Orleans occupying the
center stage as the center of political gravity but with adequate emphasis on the other
regions of the state. Much of the tunnoil in Reconstruction Louisiana was caused by the
presence of a large. ex-Whig Unionist element that was never able to accept the Confederacy as the legitimate regime. The early occupation of the Crescent City, a major
economic center of the nation long before the war, added a significant influx of Northern
and foreign-born settlers owing no allegiance to he pre-war political structure. New Orleans also contained a large and in many cases educated and sophisticated black population, especially among the old freemen of color. The interplay between these groups
helped set the stage for bitter and sometimes violent strife with the native, white supremacy oriented. Democratic minority. Warfare between Republicans and Democrats
finally reached a high point in the controversial Battle of Liberty Place in September,
1874, and in the explosive election campaign of 1876.
After 313 pages of local political history. ably integrated into the national political
scene, Taylor concludes with several excellent chapters on the social, intellectual, and
cultural history of the state dealing with such diverse elements as the school integration
crisis in New Orleans and the development of the crop lien system,
This reviewer observes few factual errors in the well-edited text, though Henry Clay
Warmoth was not Grand Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic in Louisiana
(p. 157) but merely Departmental Commander. Some of the classifications of local
leaders as radicals and conservatives such as Francis J. Herron could be debated,
though as the author points out that political labels in the state tended to fluctuate sharply
due to the complexity of constantly changing political alliances. This is an excellent piece
ofresearch and writing that will hopefully provide a springboard for additional work on the
complex story of Reconstruction Louisiana.
O. Edward Cunningham
Tulane University
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Scottish Capital on the American Credit Frontier. By W. G. Kerr. Austin (Texas State
Historical Assoc.), 1976. p. 205, $13.00.

Beginning with the pioneer work of Allan Bogue's Money at Interest: The Farm
Mortgage on the Middle Border, published more than two decades ago, economic
historians have become more interested in the sources of capital which played vital
roles in developing the American West. The primary focus upon foreign capital has been
on British investments, particularly those in railroads, mining, and especially cattle.
W, G, Kerr has now given some balance to the story by concentrating on the part played
by Scottish mortgage money, primarily in Texas.
Kerr details the activities of three companies-the Texas Land and Mortgage
Company, the Scottish American Mortgage Company and the Alliance Trust Company_
Capital from Scottish mortgage sources early found its way into the range cattle industry,
financing such enterprises as the JA Ranch of John Adair and Charles Goodnight.
But even more significant was its role in the long term financing of farm and urban
land ventures in Texas. Indeed, in the absence of large banks and insurance companies
in the early years, the primary reason Dallas developed into the commercial center of
the Southwest may very well be that two of the three companies located their offices
in that city in the 1880s.
At first, British investors were poorly served by reports from British consuls at
Galveston. Her Majesty's officials were clearly unimpressed by the "interior" of the
Lone Star State and used much of the space in their reports dwelling on reports ofviolence
rather than on opportunities for entrepreneurs. Consequently, Scots were forced to use
other sources of information, but were not repeUed from Texas.
The Scottish mortgage companies were more successful than many of the other
British investment enterprises in the American West because of (1) expertise gained
prior to their Texas ventures through experience in the pastoral lands of Australia and
South America, (2) an ever watchful caution and presence over their interests, and (3)
diversification in both geography and types of real estate financing. In the story which
emerges in this detailed account, shrewd Scottish investment-bankers made significant
contributions toward the economic development of Texas before the accumulation of
regional capital sources.
On both sides of the Atlantic, the author has utilized a wide array of materials
ranging from the easily available and much used account of the range attle industry by
the contemporary John Oay to the unpublished business records of the Scottish companies.
Donald E. Green
Central State University of Oklahoma
The Buffalo War. By James L. Haley. (Garden City, New York. Doubleday and Com-

pany, 1976. p. 290. Maps, photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $7.95.
Should you ever be so naive as to ask an Indian war buff for a brief explanation of
the battles at Adobe Walls, Buffalo Wallow, and Palo Duro Canyon, be prepared to
receive a lengthy discourse tracing troop movements, bloody ambushes, and accounts of
unparalleled heroism. Perhaps only the 1876 offensive against the Sioux and Cheyenne
has received more attention, and then only because it involved the controversial "Last
Stand" of George Armstrong Custer. Though the Red River War of 1874 lacked the
romanticism of a Last Stand, it did represent one of the most important operations of
the frontier army, an action which forever destroyed the martial power of the Southern
Plains tribes. Driven from their last strongholds in the Texas Panhandle, the Comanches,
Kiowas, and Southern Cheyennes were forced onto reservations where they were further
battered by the evils of neglect and forced acculturation.
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An almost endless list of publications has appeared during the last century to document even the most subtle features of the Red River War. At first glance there appears
little need for any new work except for the Indian point of view , and that seems unlikely
due to the fragile nature of the Indian oral tradition. Yet Haley makes a strong case for
the uniqueness of his book by pointing out that no synthesis of the military operations
has ever been offered. Technically he is correct, since standard works such as William
Leckie's The Military Conquest of the Southern Plains, Rupert Richardson's The
Comanche Barrier to South Plains Settlement, and Ernest Wallace's Ranaid S. MeR'kenzie on the Texas Frontier cover broader expanses of time and therefore omit many of
the particulars of 1874. What emerges then is the most detailed account of the Red River
War ever written, one which surveys the existing literature and repackages it in a single
volume.
The Buffalo War, however, is more than a mere rehash offamiliar events. It offers a
plausible explanation for the fortuitous cracking roof beam at Adobe Walls, contrasts the
abilities of the squadron commanders. provides further insight into the civilian·miJitary
controversy, and evaluates the importance of the foUow-up operations. More importantly.
Haley discusses the Indian personalities in fuller detail than other authors and gives at
least a supetficial view of the intra-tribal factionalism. Unfortunately pejorative
phrases such as "hostiles," "young buck," "dastardly savages," "primitive and superstitious," and "Indian barbarity was natural," undermine the author's attempts to convey an unbiased story. TIms, while he rightly condemns whites for provoking most of the
problems on the Southern Plains, he fails to accurately or sympathetically portray Indian
life.
The small group of "specialists" will probably find little of interest in this book, but
for the larger audience it merits a close reading. The excellent writing style, a thirty-two
page offering of photographs, and a reasonable price should make it a welcome addition
to many personal libraries.
Michael L. Tate
University of Nebraska at Omaha
Border Wars of Texas: Being an Authentic and Popular Account, in Chronological
Order, of the Long and Bitter Conflict Waged Between Savage Indian Tribes and
the Pioneer Settlers of Texas - Wresting ofa Fair Landfrom Savage Rule -A Red
Record of Fierce Strife, Profuuly lJlustrated with Spirited BAttle Scenes by Special
Artists, Rare Portraits of Famous Rangers, Indian Fighters and Pioneers, Maps,
etc. By James T. DeShields. Waco (The Texian Press), 1976. reprint. Originally
published at Tioga (The Herald Company), 1912. Illustrations, Maps, Photographs,
p. 400. $14.95.

After more than fifty years as an out-of-print collector's item, James T. DeShields'
collection of stories, letters, and verbal accounts of early Anglo-Texan Indian hostilities
(1819-1845) has been re·released as a facsimile reprint, and this reappearance will elicit
sighs of relief among many professional and amateur historians who find an interest in
the Lone Star State. DeShields was born in 1861 and settled in Bell County during the
post-Civil War period. He personally knew many early Texas settlers, Weaving his
basic story from a strictly pro-pioneer point of view, the author never suffers himself to be
either the conscience or magistrate of the aggressive Anglo-pioneer. By thus expressing
his nineteenth·century expansionism, DeShields equates his non-moralistic attitude
with that of these same settlers who are the very essence of his tales. If justification is
necessary for the cause of Texas' early white pioneers in their struggle with the native
owners of the land, it is supplied aplenty in the many recounts of bloodthirsty scalpings,
tortures and massacres which fill the pages of this early historian's work.
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The physical makeup of the book is itselfa contrast with the credibility of its accounts.
Over sixty photos. tintypes, sketches, drawings, and maps enhance the impact of the
volume. Being a facsimile reprint, many passages are difficult to decipher; however, the
information related is more than sufficient to make this problems far from insurmountable.
The very interest and factuality of DeShields' narratives take into account the realistic
emotions - cowardice, courage, honor - of tbe men who made early Texas history.
The publishers are to be applauded for their re-release of this turn-of-the-century work
on the Red-White struggle for supremacy in Texas, which is heartily recommended to
any whose interests lie in this era.
W. Dale Hearell
Kilgore, Texas

Texas: A World in 11self By George Sessions Perry. Louisiana (Pelican Publishing
Company), 1975. p. 293. $6.95.
Material collected over a period of more than 30 years comes to life in thi~ book
that had its first printing over 30 years ago.
h is a rare volume that combines so much entertainment with so much information.
Salty expressions run throughout its pages and are even concentrated in a chapter that
tells how to "talk Texas." Actual figures give one a knowledge of the vastness of Texas
yet something of distance is conceived upon learning that there is "a month's difference
in the seasons between the southemand northern portions of King Ranch." Where else is
one told that the mortar used in building the Alamo contained precious milk contributed
by the local women?
Even with "a short past" aU the Texas nobles orrasca1s cannot be included; however.
one feels an intimate acquaintance with Sam Bass, Noah Smithwick, Jim Ferguson, and
others. Sympathy goes out to Stephen F. Austin, who inherited his father's dream. And
one has renewed admiration for Sam Houston, whose nature is compared to a combination
of Demosthenes, Sergeant York, Adolf Hitler, Winston Churchill and W. C. Fields. Only
such a man could have been equal to the "unquenchable ambition" that dominated his
life.
Tbe account of what happened at the Alamo is so vivid the readerfeels as if be hadjust
viewed it on a television newscast.
George Sessions Perry is probably best known for his 1941 National Book Award
novel, Hold Autumn in Your Hand.
W. H. Cooke, who wrote the introduction to this re-issue of Texas: A World in 11ulf, hired Perry (when only 18 years old) as a reporter for his weekly, Rockdale
Reporter. A lifelong friend, Cooke is the one best qualified to make the remarks tbat
accompany this "bodacious" tale.
Ava Bush
Grapeland. Texas

From Tyranny to Texas: A German Pioneer in Harris County. By E. E. Lackner. San
Antonio (The Naylor Company), 1975. p. 89. Notes, Bibliography, Index. $5.95.
One of the many German-Texans of the nineteenth century was Carl Adolph Wilhelm Quensell. When he came to Harris County in 1852, he was twenty-three years old
and a forester by trade. What brought young Wilhelm from the Harz Mountains of Hanover to a farm on Buffalo Bayou and the experiences be had in settling there are well
presented by the author.
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Although a banker by profession, the author, Mr. Lackner, proves worthy as an
historian and a writer. He has translated his grandfather QuenseU's letters. written from
1852-1859, into readable English with the orthography and expression typical of the day,
and with a minimum of editorializing. The only weakness to this reader was the overstatement of the title, for young Wilhelm Quensell did not flee tyranny, but a decaying social
order and static economy, which gave him firmly a position in Hanover's rigid middle
class, but nothing more.
As one sharing Mr. Lackner's German-Texan heritage. this reader was particularly
pleased with the personal glimpses which our taciturn and stoic forebearers did not relate.
The ties with the Vaterland remained strong, as the book demonstrates, but these hardy
emigrants choose to forge a new identity, which diminished their progeny's view of them
as products of a partiCUlar place and time. Mr. Lackner's work awakens us to them as
delightfully human and real.
G. T. Grubb. M.D.
Stephen F. Austin State University

•
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CoWn County: Pioneering in North Texas. By Roy F. Hall and Helen Gibbard Hall.
Quannab (Nortex Press). 1975. p. 299. $15.00.
This is principally a posthumous work by Capt. Roy F. Hall. Alitde less than half the
book is devoted to Collin County's early development, and the balance is given over to
its genealogy.
The genealogical entries are often prepared by other hands, frequently family
members. The one on Collin McKinney might be improved.
The book is a work of love, and contains much of value, though it lacks context and
analysis. One of its best features is its abundant and fine selection of photographs which
speak eloquently about decades long past. Especially memorable are a big river baptism,
and the toughest saloon - and place - in Collin County (one of three in a row).
John Osburn
Central State University, Oklahoma
Laredo and the Rio Grande Frontier. By J. B. Wilkinson. Austin (The Pemberton
Press), 1975. p. 423. Notes, Bibliography, Index. $14.95.
Wilkinson's narrative history of the lower Rio Grande border encompasses three
centuries from the Spanish conquest in the 1700s up to the assassination of Mexico's
President Venustiano Carranza in 1920, the year, according to the author, the region's
frontier era ended. During this time the multi-cultural area witnessed the Spamsh
conquistadors, insurrection against Spain, Mexican and American independence, the
conflict over Texas, the Mexican-American War, the American Civil War and Reconstruction, and finally, World War I. The lower Rio Grande was a provincial outpost for Spain,
and later, Mexico and the United States. All three suffered the administrative and logistical headaChes that come with such distant territories. These problems ran the gamut from
conecting taxes and regulating smuggling to the protection of citizens against cholera.
bandits, and, most often, Comanche raiders. Wilinson's study is an interesting account of
how the different levels of government dealt with these difficulties. Interspersed with
these are the exploits of a wide and colorful assortment of individuals - conquistador
Jose de Escand6n, Federalist Antonio Canales, terrorist Juan Cortina, badmen Ben
Thompson and King Fisher, and Texas Ranger Leander H. McNelly - to name just a
few. The story has rich potential but the author'sposthumously published Laredo and the
Rio Grande Frontier does not live up to its expectations.
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The book is written in labored prose, contains ponderous long quotes, and is riddled
with cliches and homilies. It is largely a military-political account in which raids and
skirmishes involving red, brown. and white are recOllnted in exhaustive detail. Even
these might have been more palatable if there had been at least one or two maps.
The author ignores much of the extensive interpretive literature of the past twenty
years. Three of the more blatant oversights concern the subject areas of black soldiers,
the Mexican-American War, and red-white relations. His unfavorable bias toward the

Comanche is not surprising considering the sources he used, but the statement - "Their
own name for themselves, the human beings, or more briefly, the people, reflected their
contemptuous regard for other humans." (p. 60) - reveals a superlicial understanding
of the Comanche as well as other native Americans and is symptomatic of the tone of
the book as a whole.
Numerical footnotes are given only to Quotations. Explanatory footnotes are
designated by an asterisk; however, sources are seldom cited in these. Secondary
sources cited are of little help to the reader since page numbers are omitted. Archival
materials are not cited fully in the notes, which limits their usefulness to the serious
student. Microfilm reel numbers, file classifications, box numbers, add! or indexes would
have helped in this regard.
The first eleven chapters are written largely from sources in the Spanish Archives
in Laredo. The last eight are mostly taken from United States Congressional Documents.
Since the author often Quotes or paraphrases documents in their entirety, it is similar to
working with the sources themselves. Unfortunately, this does not contribute towards
making Laredo and the Rio Grande Frontier a well written and readable narrative.
John R. Jameson
Texas Historical Commission

Heart Full of Horses. By Florence Fenley. San Antonio (The Naylor Company), p.
180. Dlustrations. $8.95.
The death of Florence Fenley, of Uvalde, in May 1971 was a loss to writers and folk·
lorists of the Southwest. For 32 years she contributed stories about horses and oldtimers
to The Cattleman, newspapers, and other publications. She also found time to serve two
terms in the Texas Legislature in the early 1940s.
A fine historian, she interviewed ranchers, garnering fascinating stories about wild
mustangs, Quarter horses, and many other facets of Texas ranch life in the Big Bend
section.
Her understanding and love of horses came from a lifetime spent on a ranch, and her
stories are reminiscent of some of the tales told by the late Texas writer, Dr. Ben K.
Green.
The book contains 22 stories, each one unique and well told about unusual horses.
In Fast Horse In An Indian Fight she states that pioneers depended on their horses
not only for transportation but for their very lives, a good fast horse often standing between them and death at the hands of raiding Indians. Such a horse was Fuzzy Buck, who
saved his master's life.
The All-Night Bareback Ride out of Mexico tells the story of Eirich Dobie, brother
of J. Frank Dobie, and his ride on Cabron, a horse that had never been ridden, from a
ranch in Mexico to Eagle Pass where he was to meet his uncle. Cabron took it in a walk,
an easy gait, and, coming to the swollen Rio Grande, swam it and continued to Eagle
Pass.
Another story is that of Don, the horse that took Billy the Kid to safety following his
escape from the Lincoln County jail, a lao-mile ride in 10 hours.
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The author uses cowboys' expressions as she remembered them.
Anyone with a heart full of love for horses will treasure this bit of Texana.
Gene Lasseter (Mrs. E. H.)

Henderson, Texas
Walter Prescott Webb: His Life and Impact. By Necah Furman. Albuquerque (Dniv. of
New Mexico Press). 1976. p. 185. Notes, Bibliography, Index. $12.00.
Father of Texas Geology: Robert T. Hill. By Nancy Alexander. Dallas (SMU Press),
1976. Notes, Index, $12.50.
Occasionally a book will come along which justifies a departure from normal procedure to enable the editor to review it; recently this happy event occurred twice. Nancy
Alexander's biography of Robert T. Hill, Texas' pioneering geologist, and Necah Furman's biography ofhislorian Walter Prescott Webb demanded such attention. To begin
with, both deal with remarkable, significant men, both were written by competentprofessionals who happen to be women, and both sent personally inscribed books. With my
name in them, how could I send them to anyone else?
So much for rationalization. These are both excellent biographies which grew out of
dissertations. Alexander's treatment of HiD sprang from the collection of his manuscripts
at Southern Methodist University, Furman's from the Webb collection at the University
of Texas , Austin and the hordes of Webb students and friends. Alexander's subject was a
native of Tennessee whose whole life was affected by his memories of the Civil War and
Reconstruction; Furman's subject was a product of the newer nation whose viewpoint
was never really affected by that sectional schism.
Robert T. Hill migrated to Texas as an indigent teenager. His early experiences in
the print shops of Comanche and on the trail drives north were hard and hardening ones.
Despite his schooling in geology at Cornell, from which his graduation was marred by a
deficiency in Latin, he was essentially self-taught by observation and experimentation.
His teaching experience at the University of Texas and his professional relationship
with the state Survey office and the U.S. Geologic Survey was punctuated with controversy and conflict. His record of achievement is nonetheless considerable: he led in
the identification and establishment of the Cretaceous formation for Texas; he was a
pioneer in the area of volcanic action; and he was the first to lead a scientific expedition
through the canyons of the Big Bend area on the Rio Grande. But he died more or less
alone and unhappy, if much honored.
Walter Prescott Webb was born in eastern Texas to parents with a Mississippi
background, but moved to western Texas at an early age. His experiences as a teacher
were hard and hardening also. Despite his schooling in history at the University of
Texas and the University of Chicago, from which his graduation was marred by a deficiency in medieval history, he was essentially self-taught from observation 'and contemplation. His teaching experience at the University of Texas was marked by many
fortunate and well-earned honors, and although he was often involved in controversy
and conflict. it was usuaUy in behalf of someone else and always on the basis of defense of
principles. His record of achievement is also remarkable: he pioneered the idea of the
Great Plains being a different frontier from the forested east and in the concept of the
Greater Frontier with its correlative boom; and ironically, he led the second expedition
through the Santa Helena Canyon of the Big Bend. He died amid more honor and happiness than his life would have afforded at any previous time.
These two books and the lives they chronicle have much in common; one has a
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happy ending and one does not. Both are well researched and well written; both are
worth reading.
Archie P. McDonald
Stephen F. Austin State University

Conoco: The First One Hundred Years. Building on the Pastfor the Future. Illustrated,
with a bibliography and index. New York (Dell Publishing Co.), 1975. p. 239.
The book design department of Libra Graphics. Inc., and the public relations people
at Continental Oil are to be commended for their joint product, Conoeo: The First One
Hundred Years, It is an attractive book indeed, replete with abundant photographs and
drawings to supplement the parallel histories of the oil industry in general and Canoeo in
particular.
The book is divided into six sections, "Lure of the West," "Feeling the Way,"
"Discovery and Integration," "Impact of Change," "Exploration and Expansion," and
"New Landmarks." It is organized as a history should be and takes the company from
its formative years to the present day.
While the writers of the book covered Conoeo's histol"Y quite thoroughly, they used
one technique that is somewhat disconcerting. For example, on page II the authors say
about Isaac E. Blake, the company's first president, that he was a go-getter. However,
they say it this way: "It was this curiosity, combined with determination, that was to be
significant in his life and eventually in the lives of millions of others."
The style of writing, made famous by the Boston Bramins and satirized by John P.
Marquand in The Lale George Apley, is carried throughout the book. In fact, if anything
mars the text, it is thisApleyesque writing when applied to each of Conoeo's eleven chief
executive officers.
There is a bibliography that lists thirteen reference works used in preparing this
history. A headnote, however, says these are " ... a selection of some of the references
used in researching the history of Continental Oil Company and the industry." Of these
thirteen, some nine books seem to be of the so-called "company history" variety, with but
four seemingly standard oil industry reference works. Perhaps the bibliography could
have been more professionally done; however, it is a good list of company-sponsored
books concerning the oil industry.
The oil business is traditionally a "boom or bust" industry and this can be seen
throughout the history of Conoco. On the whole, however, Conoco has developed and
matured since it was incorporated as the Continental Oil and Transportation Company.
Today it is one of the world's major oil companies, operating under the full title of
Continental Oil Company.
Perhaps Conoco's current Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Howard W,
Blauvelt, in his "Foreword" best describes the book when he ways
, , . it is an accurate and graphic cross-sectional profJ.Ie. revealing in words and
pictures how one company has faced the immense challenges in the continuing
search for more energy for more people, around the world.
While it may be but a company history, the book cannot be so lightly dismissed. It
is well~written and well-illustrated and, in short, Conoco: The Firsl One Hundred Years
is a good history of one company's progress in the oil industry.
H. C. Arbuckle, III
Corpus Christi. Texas
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The Making of An American: An Adaptarion of Memorable Tales. By Charles Sealsfield (Bicentennial Series in American Studies: 2). Edited by Ulrich S. Carrington.
Foreword by Ray Allen Billington. Dallas (SMU Press), 1974. pp. xii, 211. $7.95.

From the looks of it. close to thirty thousand books will come off the presses this
year, many of them not worth the paper it will take to print them, much less the prices
the buyers will pay. Such is not the case, however, with The Making ofA n American. It
is a book that will pay good dividends to readers on every level from that of the bright,
imaginative ten-year·old history buff to that of the school in history, literature, or
demography.
The book grows out of the expertise of three men: Charles Sealsfield (Karl Anton
Postl), who savored the southwestern frontier firsthand during the early decades of the
nineteenth century and then recorded his memories and impressions faithfully and imaginatively in many colorful tales; Ulrich S. Carrington, who translated and adapted
those in this book; and Ray Allen Billington, who, in a foreword, gave the book the benefit
of his historical perspective. "The tales of Charles Sealsfie1d," Billington says, "capture
the spirit, the atmosphere, the vitality, of the Louisiana-Texas borderland as do few other
works, and capture it accurately."
Carrington has selected, translated, and adapted three of Sealstield's many tales,
sandwiching the shortest of the three, "A Race in the Mississippi," between the two
longer ones, "On Fields Unshorn," a tale set in Texas during the time of the revolt
against Mexico, and "The Making of an American," an adaptation and retitling of the
story Sealsfield called "Der Blutige Blokhaus."
A passage from "On Fields Unshorn," shorn of a good deal of its verbiage, tells
how Sealsfield saw Texans and the people in it at the time of the Revolution:
Texas ... is still a wilderness, a most magnificent wilderness ... a wild country ... the recruiting place for men without respect for laws ... This is, and will
be for a while, a raw country for rugged individualists. Sure enough, many of
them are outlaws with bloody hands ... killers who broke prison to gain freedom, liberty-loving libertines who take the knife between their teeth and fight
like bear cats to keep it; soldiers offortune, if you please, who thumb their noses
at the noose and the next day gamble their lives away.
It has been a long time since my imagination has been so titillated by print. Through
Sealsfield's eyes I saw the Texas countryside as it was when my folks lived there before
and during the Revolution, and I fancied that Sealsfield had met and talked with them
at Independence or Washington-on-the-Brazos, the stomping ground _ in the pulpit and
out - of old Thomas Washington Cox, an apostate Baptist Preacher who was always
ready for a :ftght with Mexican, Indian, devil, or fellow Baptist, and wasn't particular
which.
Though many people wiD enjoy the book and profit from it. each in his or her own
way, its real importance is that it will make more readers aware of the existence of the
considerable body of Sealsfield's work, most ofit in Gennan. So those who read Sealsfield
in translation should remember that English translations may suffer from occasional
violence as the idiom of one language makes its way into the idiom of the other. Indeed,
my main criticism of Carrington's translation is that he frequently puts his words into
the mouths of fictional characters who wouldn't be caught alive saying them.
Sid Cox
Texas A&M University
Law and Politics. By James G. Dickson, Jr. Manchaca, Texas (Sterling Swift Publishing
Company), 1976. $7.50.
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"Law and Politics" is a history of the Office of Attorney General of Texas, the duties
of the Attorney General. and the office organization.
The office of Attorney General dates back to 1150 when King Henry provided for
the appointment of King's attorney. The first Attorney General in colonial America was
Richard Lee, who was appointed in Virginia in 1643. The Constitution of the Republic
of Texas did not provide for an Attorney General, although David Thomas did serve as
such under appointment from the President of the Republic. Attorneys General were
appointed to serve the Presidents of the Republic of Texas. and the Constitution of 1845
provided for the office. The official was appointed until an amendment in 1850 made the
office elective, and the official has been elected since then except for appointments by
the Governor to fill a vacancy until the next election.
The Constitution requires the Attorney General to represent the State in all suits, to
police all corporations in the exercise of their charter powers, and give legal advice to
the Governor and other executive officers.

It is shown that the office of the Attorney General is a blend of the legislative,
judicial and executive branches of the government. The office works with and advises
the Legislature and to that extent it is a member of the Legislature Department. The
office renders opinions on statutes, directives and the Constitution; and it so doing, it
assumes the role of the judiciary; and then the office must advise the counsel with the
Governor and other executive officers, and thus the office becomes a part ofthe executive
branch.
Within the last three decades, the government of Texas has undergood radical
changes. Tort immunity has been removed, new departments to protect our air and water
have been created, the duties of the Health Department have been expanded as have that
of the Parks and Wildlife Department. There is more emphasis on racial equality in
many phases of our every day life, and labor has become a dominant factor in Texas.
All of these changes have placed added duties on the office of the Attorney General,
requiring many more lawyers and other employees, and the establishment of branch
offices in the more populous centers. It has become a large and complex office with a
myriad of duties.
The author gives a resume of the organization and administration of the present
office. There are several assistants, and then there are fifteen (IS) divisions. These
divisions are along the lines of the most common problems of the State government. Perhaps the largest division and most time·consuming is that of legal opinions to State and
County officers.
There are appraisals of some of the holders of the office beginning with Price Daniel.
On the whole, all have performed well. Then in closing, the author includes a few choice
opinions that have come out of the office.
It is a well researched and well written book.
Traylor Russell
Mt. Pleasant, Texas
Audubon and Other Capers, CotifeJisions ofa Texas Bookmaker. By John H. Jenkins.

Austin (The Pemberton Press, 1916). Illustrations. p. 120. $9.50.
In 1911 John H. Jenkins was cited in Congress for his help in capturing a gang of
thieves who had stolen the Union College Audubon portfolio, and in 1975 he purchased
the Eberstadt Collection, the largest single purchase of rare books in history. This book
contains Jenkins' amusing accounts of these events and essays on little known but interesting topics taken from his life as a historian, publisher, and bookseller. Jenkins
stated that he wanted to show that the world of books offered "delights and adventures
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not usually associated with it." One such adventure is the Audubon Caper. It reads
like a Peter Sellers farce with Jenkins in the title role. It traces his misadventures in trying
to help the Federal Bureau of Investigation recover the stolen Audubon prints which
the thieves had offered to sell to Jenkins. The offer aroused his suspicions, and Jenkins
left immediately for New York where he became embroiled with the Mafia. The way in
which he handles the situation makes for highly amusing reading.
In addition to personal items, the book also has essays on other Texas topics. In the
chapter entitled "Texas Delineated," he discusses how various writers have tried to
describe a "typical Texan". Charles Francis Adams, Jr., whom Jenkins describes as "a
Texas hater of the first rank," once wrote that Texas was filled with "speculators,
adventurers, fugitives from debt and the law, and ruffins generally." Texas justice is
also shown to be exaggerated, as in the case of David Jones, a convicted murderer, who
was sentenced to die immediately because the weather was cold and the jail was in
such bad condition the judge felt it would be inhumane to make him wait until spring,
The book is filled with such amusing trivia, it is easy to understand why Jenkins
has made a career out of buying and selling rare books. It proves there is more to bookselling than meets the eye.
Mary Ann Stevens
Lufkin High School

The Improbable Era: The South Since World War n. By Charles P. Roland. Lexington
(University Press of Kentucky), 1975. p. 193. $11.95.
The Improbable Era is a superb survey of the post·World War II South. Professor
Charles P. Roland has packed an impressive amount of factual information into something less than two hundred pages of text, and he had done so with balance, judidious
interpretive judgment, and a clear writing style.
Tn the continuing debate over continuity and change in the modern South, Roland
comes down solidly on the side of continuity. While describing the massive changes that
have swept over the region, Roland concludes that "the primary institutions and modes
of conduct survived, even where drastically modified" (p. 168). The southern economy
shifted radically from an agricultural to an industrial base; yet, "it was still very much a
colonial economy" (p_ 185). The upheavals in race relations overturned the Jim Crow
system; stiD. "the vast majority of the members of the two races lived as far apart in the
1970s as they had in the 194Os. Possibly they lived further apart" (p. 176). "Paradoxically," Roland observes, "where things had changed the most they seemed to have
changed the least" (p. 177).
In addition to its interpretation of postwar events in the South, Thl' Improbable
Era should prove valuable as both a reference work and as a classroom text. Generally,
the book is organized topically, with one or more chapters devoted to economic changes,
race relations, politics, education, religion, literature, music and the arts, and social
trends. It is based mainly on a comprehensive examination of secondary sources.
Numan V. Bartley
University of Georgia

A Giant in Texas: A History of the Dallu.\·-Fort Worth Regional Airport Controversy,
19/1·1974. By Stanley H. Scott and Levi H. Davis. Quannah, Texas (Nortex
ress), 1974. pp. 128. Illustrations, bibliography, notes. $5.00.
There are many curious features about the new Dallas·Fort Worth airport. It sprawls,
Texas style, with multiple terminals over half the countryside and a traveller can have an
anxious adventure trying to reach a connecting flight. The anxiety is offset, however, by
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the intimacy of the terminals and the excitement of puzzling your way through the maze
and wondering whether you will make it by your next birthday_ Perhaps, this is as it
should be. It is symbolic of the confusion and misunderstanding from which the airport
emerged.
Although separated by only thirty miles, neither Fort Worth nor Dallas could reach

sufficient agreement to sponsor a common facility. Cooperation was logical and they
both knew it, but one or the other would forget in a snit of urban rivalry, clash of leadership, or complaint to ajlldge. A Civil Aeronautics Board examiner, Ross I. Newman, became the unlikely hero of the story by simply telling both cities that their self-touted
schemes and facilities were inadequate, and that they should make a joint effort. The
timing was right. Fort Worth desperately needed air service. Dallas had an obsolete
airport on its hands, and the older combatants had left the scene. So. they got together,
albeit with some grumbling and minor difficulties. The result was the new Dallas-Fort
Worth Regional Airport which opened in 1973.
This short study details mainly the stormy political history of the airport conflict
which sputtered for thirty years. Written by Stanley H. Scott, an historian trained at
Texas Christian University and by Levi H. Davis, a staff assistant to the Dallas city
manager, it is heavily footnoted, contains a bibliography of worth, and includes fortythree pages of aviation-related photographs useful more for curiosity than for information. Not much is said about airport design, technology, impact upon the surroundings,
or how well it has worked. The printing is somewhat irregular, and the writing rough in
spots. The political story comes through, however, and it provides an interesting case
study in modern urban rivalry.
David McComb
Colorado State University

Audie Murphy: American Soldier. By Colonel Harold B. Simpson. Hillsboro (The Hill
Junior College Press), 1975. Bicentennial Edition. p. 466. Appendices, Bibliography, Index. $12.50.
On the afternoon of January 26, 1945 near Holtzwihr, Germany, a slight young Texan
stood atop an abandoned and burning tank. Using the tank's machine gun, he stopped a
German force of two companies of infantry and six Mark VI (Tiger) tanks. For nearly an
hour Lieutenant Audie Murphy, using radio, alternately called down artillery fire and
machine gunned the attackers. The German infantry, due to losses inflicted by Murphy,
withdrew; and the tanks, lacking infantry support, followed.
Having beaten off the assault, he jumped clear and a few moments later, the tank's
gasoline and ammunition exploded. Murphy returned to the rear, rallied his company, and
led a charge consolidating the gains he singlehandedly had achieved. For these actions
he was given the Congressional Medal of Honor. Having previously been awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross, two Silver Stars, two Bronze Stars, and three Purple Hearts.
his actions at Holtzwihr made him World War II's most decorated soldier.
Born in Hunt County, Texas in 1924 and effectively orphaned at an early age, Murphy
was raised in rural poverty by an older sister and sympathetic neighbors. After being
rejected by the U.S. Marines as too small and frail, he joined the Army in June 1942 and
was assigned to the famed 3rd Infantry Division with which he fought through Sicily,
Italy, France, and Germany. Like many underprivileged youths short of formal education, Murphy found a home in the Army; it was both 'Mother and Father to him.' He
enjoyed the training and the use of weapons, as well as the camaraderie of his peers.
Writing his sister, "I like the Army fine ... they let you sleep till 5:30. On the farm I had to
get up at 4."
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Colonel Harold B. Simpson traces Audie Murphy's life in a loving, chatty manner
from birth to his death at forty-seven. The ups and downs of Murphy's post-war career,
his service in the 36th Infantry Division as a National Guard officer •and his two marriages,
one to Hollywood actress Wanda Hendrix. are all described in detail, with many. many
photographs and sketches.
It is hard to escape the suspicion that Murphy sought battlefield glory. If so, what
were the inner forces that drove him? He WTote, on fear, "That old instinct of self preservation is a pretty basic thing, but while the action was going on some part afmy mind shut off
and my training and discipline took over." Combat cartoonist Bill Mauldin, who had also
grown up in the rural Southwest and who knew Murphy well, showed insight, "My furies
weren't as burning as his ... Audie took the hard way, cutting a swath through the Wehrmacht and then trying to do the same in Hollywood ... Long before his plane flew into a
mountain he was nibbled to death by ducks."
Colonel Simpson has produced a medium-quarto sized volume about America's
most decorated soldier of Wodd War 11. It is worth the money.
Robert L. Wagner
Austin, Texas
History a/the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway. By Keith L. Bryant, Jr. New
York (MacMillan Publishing Co.) 1974. pp. XVI & 376. Illustrations, maps, notes,
and index. $12.95.

Beginning with Col. Cyrus K. Holliday's dream in 1869, the Santa Fe Railway has
grown until it now stretches some twelve thousand miles extending from Chicago to
Galveston, and west to Los Angeles and San Francisco. More recently, it has become
Santa Fe Industries, a conglomerate owning oil fields, timberlands. uranium mines, pipelines, and extensive real estate holdings in addition to the railroad. Keith Bryant had captured much of the romance and glamour of this premier transcontinental line as well as
relating the story of the development of the road from a small local line in Kansas to its
present status. Published as one of the Railroads ofAmerica series, the volume is welledited. profusely illustrated. and handsomely printed.
The Bryant study is, in this reviewer's opinion, the best and most complete of the
histories of the AT&SF that have appeared to date. It is a rare book that can satisfy the
interests of the railroad romantic, the locomotive buff, and the student of business
history. Yet the author has met all of these demands quite well. Here are tales of the
roaring end-of-track towns along the Santa Fe Trail; accounts of the wars with the Denver
and Rio Grande over Raton Pass and the Royal Gorge; and "Death Valley Scotty's"
record-breaking trip in 1905 from Los Angeles to Chicago. Students of the Iron Horse
can trace the history of motive power on American railroads through the pictures and
descriptions of Santa Fe locomotives from the early 4·4-0s to the Super Chief. Business
history specialists will find the records of construction costs, operation expenses, and
debt funding which are necessary to reconstruct the financial history of the AT&SF
through decades of prosperity and depression. The social historian wiD el\ioy tbe accounts
of a great variety of people along the route of the Santa Fe from the immigrant groups to
the Harvey girls.
Readers of tbeJournaJ will find only brief mention of Santa Fe activities in East Tex·
as. The author discusses the construction and operation of the branch line from Beaumont to Longview in a single page (189), and notes the Santa Fe's acquisition oftbe Kirby
Lumber Company in equally succinct fashion (364). There is a great deal of material. however, on the development of the company's Texas affiliate. the Gulf. Colorado and Santa
Fe, which should interest all students of recent Texas history.
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This is a well-researched and well-written history of one of the country's outstanding
railroads. The chief criticism of this reviewer is that, although Bryant has numerous and
helpful sketch maps of many parts of the line, he includes only one small black and white
map of the complete Santa Fe system (366). He could have used the end papers for this
purpose or have prepared a fold-out map. Professor Bryant's study is recommended to
everyone who has even a casual interest in the transportation history of the United
States.
Robert S. Maxwell
Stephen F. Austin State University
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The Texans. By the Editors of Time-Life Books. Text by David Nevin. New York (TimeLife Books), 1975. p. 233. Bibliography, Index. $9.95.
This volume of the Old West Series is beautifully illustrated and interestingly
written. From the frontispiece. an illustration of a tattered Lone Star flag, to the final
photographic essay on the importance of cotton, this handsome book concentrates as
does no other volume on Anglo-Texas from colonization through first statehood. No
library of Texana will be complete without this book.

Fires and Firemen of Nacogdoches. By Carolyn Reeves Ericson. Lufkin (Pineywood
Printing), 1976, Index, p. 277. $12:50.
Fires and Firemen of NacoKdoches is an interesting and valuable contribution to the
social history of the community on which it concentrates, but since it deals with a funda·
mental problem of all communities, it should prove of interest to others as well. The book
consists of a narrative of fire fighting, a list of individuals engaged in the fighting for many
years, and accounts of local fires gleaned from newspaper accounts. There are several
illustrations, and the book is affectionately and appropriately dedicated to retired chief
Delbert Teutsch.

Valentine Overton King's Index to Books About Texas Before 1889. Introduction by
Millicent Huff. Austin (Texas State Library), 1976. Index. $17.00.
A book collector's attempt to make information in his personal library ofTexana more
accessible is now available nearly a century after it was prepared in this facsimile edition
of the original manuscript. The 332-page edition includes nearly 2,000 topics and provides
assistance in locating information in a long list of nineteenth century publications. It may
be purchased from the Archives Division, Texas State Library, Box 12927/Capitol
Station, Austin, 78711.

Robertson's Colony in Texas, Volume Ill, The Nashville Colony, October, 1926
Through April, 1830. By Malcolm D. McLean. Fort Worth (Texas Christian University Press), 1976. p. 548. Index. $20.00.
This is the third volume of a projected ten volume series covering the colonial
efforts of Sterling C. Robertson in Texas. "The Nashville Colony" covers the period
from October, 1826 to April, 1830, when the Mexican government attempted to curtail
Anglo settlement in Texas. It features the rivaky between Stephen F. Austin's colony
and what eventually became Robertson's colony. It contains an introduction for the
general reader, a calendar summarizing each document, and texts of each original document presented.

The Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures, Essays on Walter Prescott Webb. By
Joe B. Frantz. W. Turrentine Jackson, W. Eugene Hollon, George Wolfskill, and
Walter Rundell, Jr. Foreword by Jubal R. Partin. Introduction by Ray Allen Billington. Edited by Kenneth R. Philip and Elliott West. Austin (University of Texas
Press), 1976. p. 123. $7.95.
This is the tenth volume of the Webb Memorial Lectures, and the essays concentrate
on the man himself, revealing his influence on later scholarship Frantz discusses Webb's
southern origins, Rundell recounts his early schoolteaching days, Hollon examines his
arid-land thesis, and Jackson relates Webb's ideas to other historian's viewpoints on
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their frontiers. WolfskiU assesses the changes that have occurred in international law
since the discovery of the New World and shows how they were affected by what Webb
called the "great frontier. "
The 'maRe ofAmerican in Caricature & Cartoon. Introduction by Thomas Watson. Fort
Worth (Amon Carter Press), 1976. p. 194. Index, Illustrations.

This volume was compiled to accompany an exhibition that was an " ... eloquent
testimony to the continuing vigor of American popular government. The energy,
ingunuity, wit, and perceptiveness with which these artists observed the American scene
are proof of the traditionally high level of interest Americans take in their political life.
The long survival of the art of political cartoon· speaks well, too for the good sense,
skeptical outlook, and jovial attitude of the artists' audience." (p. vi) The cartoons are
the feature of the book, some are in color, and most are as interesting as your understanding of them.
The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812. By James Penick, Jr. Columbia (University
of Missouri Press), 1976. Index. p. 174. $10.00.

A terrifying series of earthquakes jolted the American frontier in December, 1811.
Continuing through the winter, the shocks could be felt over one million square miles.
Drawing on newspapers and other accounts, Penick describes the brush of American
frontiersmen with one of nature's fiercest forces, and he provides a good historical
perspective for the impact which it had.
Stars of Country Music. By Bill Malone and Judith McCulloh. Urbana (University of
Illinois Press), 1975. p. 450. Index. $10.00.

To help celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the Grand Ole Opry, this is a lively
collection of original essays on many of country music's most important performers,
past and present. From the early greats such as Jimmie Rodgers and the Carter Family
to the popular stars of the seventies, including Johnny Cash, Loretta Lynn, Merle Haggard, and Charley Pride, leading authorities offer full and colorful portraits of the personal
lives and careers of nineteen artists. Special emphasis is placed on the artists' styles,
repertoires, and significance in the history of the music.
llJustrated Dictionary ofPlace Names: United States and Canada. By Kelsie B. Harder.
New York (Van Nostrand Reinhold Company), 1976. p. 625. Bibliography. $18.95.

This dictionary of the place names constitutes the culmination of more than fifteen
years of research and preparation. It contains the origin, meaning, and historic importance
of each name, as well as alisting of each locality in North America derived from the name.
Over 20,000 places are listed, including cities, towns, counties, provinces, villages, parks,
historic sites, and institutions. Every U.S. village and town with a population over 2,500,
and every locality in Canada with a population over 2,000 is included, and smaller locations whose names are unique or historically interesting are also used. Profusely illustrated, it abounds with unusual and fascinating information, including variations of place
names; locations of county seats; state and province emblems, flowers, and much more.
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Sad Earth, Sweet Heaven: The Diary ofLucy Rebecca Buck. Edited by William P. Buck.
Birmingham, Alabama (Cornerstone Publishers), 1973. p. 203. Bibliography,
Index. $10.95.
This is an interesting diary dealing with Civil War Virginia. The writer seems to have
been in a position to observe much, and is of the stuff to make a good historical witness.
The pathos of the war and its impact on Virginia civilians comes through as it can only do
so from the pens of those who were there.

Profiles and Portraits ofAmerican Presidents. By Margaret Bassett. New York (David
McKay Company), 1976. p. 238. Bibliography. $12.50.
All American Presidents, Washington to Ford, are included in this fully illustrated
collection of short biographies. The profiles give a concise, objective overview of the
personality of each president along with the highlights of every administration. A portrait
of each president is included.

